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A  Message  From  The  President 

Each  year  Sigma  Signs  tells  a  new  story,  reflecting  the  interests, 
opinions  and  convictions  of  the  current  members.  Behind  the  varied 
sentiments  and  points  of  view,  whatever  they  may  be,  is  an  old 
story  also — the  aspirations  of  young  people  in  their  search  for  un- 
derstanding of  life's  way  and  their  eagerness  to  perform  their  part 
well.  In  helping  students  fulfill  those  aspirations  and  prepare  for  the 
tasks  ahead,  the  University  builds  permanent  personal  relationships 
which  will  be  mutually  beneficial  down  through  the  years. 

I  hope  that  the  experience  in  Delta  Sigma  Omicron  and  in  campus 
life  in  general  has  been  enriching  and  strengthening  and  that  the 
memories  of  1961  will  be  cherished  ones. 

Sincerely, 

David  D.  Henry 

President 
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FOREWORD 


'A  man  is  only  half  a  man  unless  he  realizes  his  potential" 
From  "Man  for  Himself"  by  Eric  Fromm. 


Whether  a  man's  potential  is  that  of  a  nuclear  physicist  or  a 
knight  of  the  road,  we  in  the  United  States  feel  it  is  his  right  to 
have  the  chance  to  develop  that  potential. 

The  student  rehabilitation  program  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
has  provided  that  opportunity  for  several  hundred  disabled  men  and 
women  since  its  beginning  in  1947.  Before  the  instigation  of  this 
program,  most  severely  disabled  persons  were  denied  the  opportunity 
to  obtain  a  higher  education.  However,  this  program — a  pioneer  in 
the  field  of  educational  rehabilitation — has  been  successful.  Not  only 
has  it  provided  a  proving  ground  for  the  disabled,  it  has  also  served 
as  an  example  and  a  guiding  force  for  other  programs. 

It  might  seem  that  the  Illinois  program  could  now  settle  back 
on  its  laurels  and  be  content  to  grow  in  size  but  not  worry  about 
projecting  into  new  fields. 

However,  the  efforts  must  be  renewed  and  redoubled.  Much  has 
been  achieved  but  there  is  much  more  to  be  accomplished.  The  job 
of  assuring  opportunities  for  all  disabled  is  a  large  one.  This  is  a  job 
of  salesmanship.  It  must  be  conducted  by  the  individuals  involved. 
This  magazine  attempts  to  show  the  efforts  which  are  being  made 
at  the  University  of  Illinois  to  give  the  disabled  an  equal  opportunity 
to  achieve  their  goals.  It  is  our  hope  that  a  better  understanding  will 
be  established  between  us  and  those  of  our  readers  who  can  not  visit 
the  University  in  person. 

Jan  Little 
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RETURNING    ILLINOIS    MEMBERS   OF    U.S.    PARALYMPIC    TEAM 


I960  Paralympics 


There  we  were — 40,000  feet  over  the  Atlantic.  Expressions  like 
this  often  have  been  used  in  stories  of  travel  and  excitement  so  may- 
be that's  the  way  to  start  this  story.  Anyway,  on  September  15, 
1960,  about  8  p.m.,  eight  of  us  from  Illinois,  plus  coach  Casey  Clarke, 
took  off  from  Idlewide  airport  in  New  York  City  and  were  soon  fly- 
ing at  40,000  feet  headed  for  Rome,  Italy  to  compete  in  the  first 
truly  International  Paralympics  ever  held.  We  were  part  of  a  com- 
posite team  of  24  representing  the  U.S.A. 

The  whole  thing  didn't  happen  just  that  simply.  It  involved 
more  than  just  boarding  a  plane  and  taking  off.  The  International 
Wheelchair  Games  had  been  held  for  six  years  each  summer  at  Stoke- 
Mandeville,  England.  The  United  States  had  never  sent  a  composite 
team  until  this  year  when  it  was  being  held  in  conjunction  with 
regular  Olympics. 

To  start  at  the  beginning,  it  should  be  noted  that  wheelchair 
track  and  field  at  the  University  had  never  been  tried  until  last  spring. 
Gizz  Kids  and  local  alumni  had  tried  about  every  other  sport  invented 
but  had  never  entered  this  sport  because  the  big  meet  of  the  year — 
the  National  Games  in  New  York — had  always  conflicted  with  final 
exams.  Last  year  for  the  first  time  the  dates  did  not  conflict  and 
that  was  all  the  incentive  we  needed  to  go  to  work.  And  work  we 
did.  Coach  Casey  Clarke,  with  his  stop  watch  and  tape  measure,  was 
there  teaching  new  skills  and  techniques  required  for  the  new  events. 
The  events  included  in  the  National  competition  were  shot  put, 
discus,  javelin,  60  and  100  yard  dashes,  archery,  table  tennis,  swim- 
ming, basketball,  free  throw,  and  dart  throwing. 

After  a  few  weeks  practice,  Casey  took  us  to  the  Indianapolis 
Invitational  to  see  how  good  we  were.  Illinois  swamped  all  other 
teams  entered  and,  in  the  process,  broke  several  national  records.  Ron 
Stein,  Paul  Sones,  Harry  Stewart  and  Frank  Vecera  accounted  for 
a  box  full  of  medals  and  a  long  list  of  the  records.  The  rest  of  the 
team  came  through  with  the  best  performance  of  its  short  career  in 
the  heat  of  the  competition. 
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NATIONAL   WHEELCHAIR   GAMES   TROPHIES,    1960 

The  next  big  problem  was  to  find  the  money  to  get  to  New  York. 
Hearing  of  our  plight,  a  Champaign  business  man  came  to  the  rescue. 
Mr.  Giles  Sullivan  and  his  staff  at  Sullivan  Chevrolet  guaranteed  to 
underwrite  the  cost  of  the  trip.  Right  after  finals,  the  Illinois  team 
boarded  a  chartered  bus  and  drove  straight  through  to  New  York 
City — with  a  pony  express  system  of  replacing  drivers. 

We  went  to  win!  Everyone  was  great!  Glen  Stone,  Harry  Stew- 
art, Paul  Sones,  Anderson  McCullough,  Vince  Caputo,  Frank  Vecera, 
Dean  Nosker,  Bob  Barrett,  Wayne  Broeren,  Ron  Stein,  Randy  Dagis, 
Jack  Whitman,  Hal  Baile,  Chuck  Dutton,  Lonnie  Fry,  Bruce  Karr, 
and  Jerry  Kortness  had  all  worked  and  it  payed  off.  We  completely 
dominated  the  games,  scoring  more  points  than  the  second,  third,  and 
fourth  place  teams  combined.  Whether  a  man  was  winning  an  event 
or  just  placing  in  it  he  found  himself  doing  just  a  little  bit  more  than 
he  thought  he  could. 

Later  in  the  summer,  it  was  learned  that  there  would  be  a  U.S. 
team  sent  to  the  Paralympics  in  Rome  and  that  it  would  be  limited 
in  numbers  because  of  lack  of  funds.  Of  the  24  team  members,  eight 
were  selected  from  Illinois  along  with  Casey  Clarke  as  a  coach.  The 
eight  were  Ron  Stein,  Paul  Sones,  Randy  Dagis,  Anderson  McCul- 
lough, Bruce  Karr,  Frank  Vecera,  Wayne  Broeren,  and  Jack  Whitman. 


WET BUT   WINNING! 


Five 


WHITMAN  AND  BROEREN,  TOP  U.S.  ARCHERS 

Several  others  of  the  Illinois  team  deserved  the  trip  but  were  elim- 
inated because  their  special  events — such  as  dashes — were  not  in- 
cluded at  the  Paralympics. 

The  Paralympics  was  a  real  experience.  We  stayed  at  the  Olym- 
pic Village.  All  events  were  held  at  one  of  the  many  Fields  used  dur- 
ing the  regular  Olympics — on  the  opposite  side  of  Rome  from  the 
Village.  Each  day  we  would  try  to  take  a  different  route  to  the  field 
so  we  could  see  more  of  Rome.  This  way,  we  took  advantage  of  our 
limited  sight-seeing  time.  Each  morning  and  evening,  it  took  a  22 
bus  convoy  to  transport  all  the  participants  to  or  from  the  field. 

The  United  States'  third  place  finish  in  a  field  of  24  countries 
was  not  too  disappointing.  Italy  won  with  a  team  that  numbered 
in  the  seventies.  England  was  second  with  a  team  of  over  sixty 
participants.  The  US's  twenty-four  man  team  finished  ahead  of 
several  countries  with  team  entries  in  the  forties  and  fifties. 

Ron  Stein  and  Paul  Sones  were  superb.  Ron  established  himself 


SCHWEIKERT    PRESENTING    SONES'    INDIVIDUAL     NATIONAL    TROPHY 
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FAMILY    PRAISE    FOR    WORLDS 
GREATEST  WHEELCHAIR  ATHLETE 


as  the  world's  greatest  wheelchair  athlete  by  winning  the  pentathalon 
by  more  than  3,000  points.  He  also  won  gold  medals  in  the  club  throw, 
shot  put  and  basketball.  Paul  won  the  admiration  of  the  entire  team 
by  placing  in  more  events  than  anyone  else  and  doing  so  while  battl- 
ing a  severe  cold  that  threatened  to  put  him  in  bed.  The  guy  wouldn't 
give  up  and  gave  it  all  he  had.  He  ended  up  with  third  place  in  the 
pentathalon,  only  100  points  out  of  second.  He  also  won  Gold  medals  in 
basketball  and  swimming,  two  silver  medals  in  swimming  and  one 
Bronze  medal  in  archery. 

Jack  Whitman 


Editor's  note:  The  author  of  this  piece,  through  undue  modesty 
perhaps,  fails  to  mention  that  he  didn't  do  too  badly  in  the  competi- 
tion. He  swept  the  archery  events  at  Indianapolis,  the  New  York 
Games  and  the  Paralympics.  He  won  three  gold  medals  in  Rome, 
taking  the  archery  titles  away  from  England  for  the  first  time.  We 
might  also  add  that  Jack  Whitman  is  considered  a  top  threat  in  open 
archery  meets.  He  has  won  top  places  against  all  able  bodied  com- 
petition. 
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ADMINISTRATION   AND   COUNSELING   (L.   TO   R.)    M.    KIRKWOOD, 
T.  J.  NUGENT,  D.  CROMWELL,  E.  NICHOLAS,    D.   TREMBLY,    L.    COX,  T.    RICKARO 


SRC  Staff 


Now  in  its  thirteenth  year,  the  Student  Rehabilitation  Center  has 
become  increasingly  important  to  the  disabled  person  desiring  a  col- 
lege education. 

In  order  to  fulfill  its  purpose  of  providing  facilities  and  physical 
improvement  for  the  disabled  student  at  the  University  of  Illinois, 
the  Rehabilitation  program  now  requires  the  assistance  of  twenty- 
three  full  and  part  time  staff  members. 

Timothy  J.  Nugent  is  founder  and  director  of  the  program.  Tim 
lends  himself  to  any  task  at  hand  from  giving  advice  to  a  student 
to  giving  advice  for  a  new  rehabilitation  program.  A  man  of  lesser 
stature  might  have  become  discouraged  at  the  immense  task  of 
directing  this  program,  but  the  wide  scope  of  activities  encompassed 
in  the  program  attests  to  the  stamina  and  ability  of  Tim  Nugent. 


THERAPY  (L.  TO  R.)   D.   HEMME, 
C.    ELMER,    K.    KRUGER,    M.    CARRERA 
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SPECIAL  SERVICES  (l.  TO  R.) 
G.    FINK,   E.    PEPPER,   K.  CLARKE 


TRANSPORTATION    (l_.   TO   R.) 
J.  JESSE,  D.  KEIST,  P.  ABELN,  A.  TAUBE, 
F.   FERGUSSON,  D.    KURTZ,  G.   ADAMS 


RESEARCH   (l.  TO  R.)   R.  STEIN, 
G.   ORLOPP,   T.    J.    NUGENT 


Ably  assisting  Tim  in  the  administration  of  the  program  are  his 
secretaries,  Mrs.  Marietta  Kirkwood  and  Mrs.  Leta  Cox.  Their  wide 
variety  of  duties  include  typing,  answering  phones,  and  everything 
else  necessary  for  a  smooth  and  efficiently  run  office. 

Counseling  is  furnished  to  all  students  by  Dean  Trembly,  super- 
visor, and  Tom  Rickard,  special  counselor  for  the  blind.  Both  Dean 
and  Tom  combine  personal  knowledge  and  modern  methods  to  pro- 
duce a  very  efficient  service. 

For  the  disabled  student,  physical  therapy  fills  the  requirement 
of  two  years  of  physical  education.  As  head  of  this  section,  Chuck 
Elmer  sees  to  the  physical  development  of  the  student.  Chuck  is  as- 
sisted by  Karl  Kruger,  Michael  Carrera,  and  David  Hemme. 

All  sports  events,  such  as  wheelchair  basketball,  football,  bowl- 
ing and  square  dancing  come  under  the  section  of  special  services. 
Kenneth  "Casey"  Clarke,  one  of  last  year's  Paralympics  coaches,  is 
supervisor  of  this  section.  Casey's  assistants  are  Gilbert  L.  Fink, 
and  Dr.  Echo  D.  Pepper.  Dr.  Pepper  acts  as  chaperone  and  advisor 
for  the  women's  activities. 

Transportation  is  furnished  the  students  by  the  department  of 
facilities  and  equipment.  Besides  supervising  this  section,  F.  F.  "Fer- 
gy"  Fergusson  is  kept  busy  repairing  wheelchairs  for  the  students. 
Fergy  is  assited  by  Don  Kiest,  Paul  R.  Abeln,  Grant  B.  Adams,  James 
H.  Jesse,  Don  Kurtz,  and  Arden  R.  Taube. 

Research  being  carried  on  by  the  department  is  directed  by  Tim 
Nugent.  Assistants  in  this  department  are  Ronald  Stein  and  Mrs.  Gail 
Orlopp. 

The  Federal-State  Agency  Functions,  the  newest  addition  to  the 
program,  acts  as  coordinator  between  the  student  and  any  sponsoring 
state  agency.  Eden  Nicholas,  with  the  help  of  secretary  Dorothy  Crom- 
well, gives  excellent  counsel  to  the  students  on  financial  matters. 

These,  then,  are  the  people  who  make  up  the  staff  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois'  Student  Rehabilitation  Center. 

Otis  Griffin 
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K.  MARIO   PRACTICES   FOR    PICNICS 

Therapy  —  An  Approach  To  A  Life 

On  a  sweltering  day  in  late  August,  shortly  before  the  beginning 
of  the  fall  semester,  four  prospective  students  found  themselves  on 
the  University  of  Illinois  campus  facing  a  soberfaced  man  with  a 
pipe  in  his  hand.  They  had  no  idea  what  lay  ahead  for  them.  They 
only  knew  that  they  were  here  for  one  week's  trial  training  period 
and  that  what  they  did  in  the  next  week  would  perhaps  determine 
their  entire  future.  They  sensed  that  this  man  with  the  pipe  was 
here  both  to  evaluate  their  capabilities  and  to  help  them  prepare  for 
a  completely  different  life  and  future  on  the  U.  of  I.  campus. 

One  of  the  would-be  freshman  was  Sharon  Hovey,  a  17  year  old 
from  upstate  New  York  who  had  sustained  spinal  injury  in  a  fall  and 
was  now  ready  to  make  the  transition  from  dependent  to  independent 
living — though   in  a   wheelchair. 

It  took  Sharon  a  very  short  time  to  learn  that  the  man  with 
the  pipe  was  Chuck  Elmer,  chief  of  therapies  at  the  Student  Rehabil- 
itation Center.  She  also  learned  that  "training  week"  would  tax  her 
physical  endurance  and  her  emotional  will  to  advance  nearly  to  the 
breaking  point. 

Elmer,  who  has  been  with  the  Student  Rehabilitation  Center  five 
years,  has  learned  that  most  disabled  students  come  to  the  campus 
with  a  far  greater  physical  and  mental  potential  than  they  have 
previously  developed.  He  has  found  that  what  a  student  needs  is  an 
environment  in  which  the  demands  made  on  him  just  to  "make  good" 
are  much  tougher  than  he  may  be  used  to.  The  rewards  for  succeed- 
ing in  this  environment  are  many,  but  the  main  ones  are  a  sense 
of  accomplishment  and  a  knowledge  that  he,  the  disabled,  will  be 
more  independent  through  increased  physical  skill  and  education.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  Elmer  that  these  rewards  are  sufficient  to  en- 
courage the  student  to  put  forth  more  effort.  Certainly,  the  Univer- 
sity and  the  Student  Rehabilitation  Center  offer  the  challenge  and  the 
rewards. 

The  significant  difference  between  the  rehabilitation  program 
offered  at  the  University  of  Illinois  and  many  other  rehabilitation 
programs  is  that  the  U.  of  I.  not  only  stresses  regular  therapy,  but 
strives  to  relate  the  therapy  work  to  the  individual's  total  adjust- 
ment in  which  the  majority  are  not  disabled.  Thus  a  disabled  student 
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SHARON  HOVEY  IN  THERAPY  AND  DORM  LAUNDRY 

at  the  U.  of  I.  Student  Rehabilitation  Center  need  be  little  more  de- 
pendent on  those  around  him  than  is  any  other  human  being. 

Before  coming  to  the  University,  Sharon  like  many  other  disabled 
people  took  advantage  of  the  willing  help  offered  by  friends  and 
family  and  so  did  relatively  little  for  herself.  Soon  after  arrival  on 
campus,  Elmer  had  Sharon  trying  all  sorts  of  new  things  which  she 
had  previously  had  done  for  her.  She  quickly  learned  to  transfer 
from  wheelchair  to  bed,  from  chair  to  shower  and  toilet. 

Sharon's  therapy  since  she  came  to  the  University  has  consisted 
of  basic  strengthening  exercises  to  increase  the  use  she  does  have. 
These  exercises  help  Sharon  to  do  things  faster  and  more  efficiently. 
As  an  example,  exercises  such  as  sitting  up  on  the  mat  and  push-ups 
in  the  chair  help  Sharon  dress  herself  more  easily.  These  exercises 
also  increase  Sharon's  endurance  until  she  more  nearly  approaches 
her  full  capacities.  She  will  not  learn  to  walk  again,  but  she  will  lead 
a  normal  life  except  for  the  wheelchair.  She  now  takes  complete 
care  of  herself,  doing  what  she  could  not  do  when  she  came. 

Modify  Sharon  Hovey's  story  to  fit  the  disabilities  of  163,  the 
number  of  disabled  students  presently  on  campus,  and  you  have  an 
idea  of  the  work  being  done  through  the  cooperative  efforts  of  the 
Student  Rehabilitation  Center  staff  and  the  students.  This  work  is 
cooperative  because  both  are  essential,  the  staff  to  guide  and  en- 
courage, the  students  to  believe  in  themselves  and  strive  to  achieve. 

Don  Grazier 


SHARON    DEVELOPS    ARM    STRENGTH    TO   AID    HER    LAB    WORK 
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THE    SQUARE-WHEELERS    (L.    TO    R.)    SACHS    &    BERGER,    BETTNER 
&  CHRISTENSEN,  SHERMAN  &     LITTLE,    EZOP    &    KOOPMAN 


ACTIVITIES 


When  the  physically  disabled  student  comes  to  the  University 
of  Illinois  from  a  more  sheltered  environment,  he  finds  it  a  very 
overwhelming  institution.  He  is  awed  with  the  academic  challenge 
facing  him  and  fascinated  with  the  whirl  of  activities  available.  He 
discovers  that  on  this  huge,  flat  campus  his  physical  limitations  are 
unnoticed ;  it  is  his  accomplishments  that  count.  There  is  no  time 
nor  thought  of  becoming  homesick,  because  far  too  few  hours  exist 
for  just  the  college  routine — classes,  studying,  dating,  campus  activi- 
ties, and  gab  sessions  along  with  eating  and  a  little   sleeping. 

The  first  week  of  arrival  is  an  orientation  period  for  new  students. 
During  this  "get  acquainted"  period,  newcomers  in  the  Student  Re- 
habilitation Program  are  prepared  for  the  rigors  of  approaching 
classes  by  attending  a  planned  schedule  of  tests,  meetings,  social 
events,  and  tours  of  the  buildings.  Locations  of  ramps,  elevators  and 
other  accessible  facilities  are  pointed  out.  One  of  the  biggest  facts 
the  rookies  discover  the  first  week  is  that  sleeping  late  becomes  im- 
practical. 

The  Hessel  Park  picnic  given  by  the  student  rehabilitation  pro- 
gram's alumnae  is  a  memorable  event  where  the  novice  Illini  have 
the  opportunity  of  meeting  the  graduates  who  have  gone  on  from 
the  U.  of  I.  to  become  established  in  their  professions.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  week,  the  annual  outing  at  Springfield  Lake,  sponsored 
by  the  Hall-Hagler  Chapter  of  the  Disabled  American  Veterans,  fin- 
ishes the  orientation  with  a  flourish.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  day 
of  boating,  swimming,  eating,  and  pure  delight,  the  new  students 
must  face  classes  the  next  day. 
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CHEERLEADERS  G.  GIBBONS,  B.  GILBY,  L.  KOOPMAN,  J.  CHRISTENSEN 

The  experience  of  living  away  from  home  advances  maturity  re- 
markably and  gives  an  incentive  for  physical  independence  to  even  the 
most  severely  disabled  student.  One  of  22,000  individuals  enrolled 
in  the  University,  the  disabled  student  is  on  his  own  to  develop  his 
academic,  physical  and  social  being.  He  is  not  hovered  over,  waited 
upon  or  sheltered.  Neither  is  he  isolated  in  a  special  residence  section 
for  the  physically  handicapped  as  there  are  six  men's  and  three  wo- 
men's domitories  which  are  entirely  accessible  to  wheelchairs.  The 
majority  of  disabled  students  are  scattered  throughout  these  spec- 
ially equipped  residence  halls  and  are  integrated  in  their  living 
•  quarters  with  able-bodied  students.  Ramps,  beds  at  a  convenient 
height,  arm  rails  in  the  toilet  stalls  and  showers  with  built-in  seats 
are  just  a  few  of  the  facilities  with  which  the  dorms  are  equipped. 
The  Student  Rehabilitation  Center  has  been  responsible  for  acquiring 
these  architectural  necessities.  Now,  all  plans  for  new  buildings  on 
campus  must  first  be  approved  by  the  SRC  office.  Disabled  students 
not  in  these  halls  live  in  graduate  housing,  married  student  apart- 
ments or  fraternity  houses. 

In  the  residence  halls,  many  disabled  students  are  elected  to 
responsible  house  offices.  Working  on  house  committees  and  govern- 
ments has  two  effects — it  gives  the  disabled  student  a  sense  of  ac- 
complishment and  responsibility  and  it  shows  the  able-bodied  students 
that  a  disability  is  not  necessarily  a  handicap. 

The  scholar  who  likes  to  be  on  the  go  can  venture  into  a  multi- 
tude of  Illini  activities  on  campus.  Some  of  the  students  who  have 
entered  campus  activities  show  the  wide  range  of  interests.  Ken 
Viste,  a  pre-med  student,  is  night  photo  editor  of  the  Daily  Illini, 
the  campus  newspaper,  in  addition  to  serving  on  student  senate.  He 
is  a  member  of  Phi  Delta  Theta  social  fraternity.  A  senior  in  journal- 
ism, Jan  Little,  has  been  selected  this  year  as  one  of  the  top  100 
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seniors  on  campus  for  her  leadership  in  activities,  including  her  serv- 
ice in  Delta  Sigma  Omicron  and  its  publications.  She  is  the  second 
disabled  student  to  be  selected  for  this  honor.  Carl  Faust,  senior  in 
commerce,  served  as  president  of  Sigma  Chi  social  fraternity.  Gloria 
Chin,  senior  in  journalism,  is  secretary  of  the  honorary  journalism 
sorority  for  women  and  president  of  Allen  Residence  Hall,  South. 
On  the  staff  of  the  campus  literary  magazine  Insight,  production 
editor,  George  Conn,  editor,  Don  Fox  and  illustrator,  Frank  Vecera 
are  all  disabled  students.  Wherever  one  goes  on  campus,  it  is  likely 
that  he  will  find  a  disabled  student  in  the  midst  of  an  activity. 

The  disabled  students  are  great  sports  enthusiasts.  When  they 
are  not  practicing  wheelchair  sports,  most  of  the  boys  under  the 
program  can  be  found  at  a  football  or  basketball  game  or  listening 
on  the  radio  if  the  Illini  teams  are  away  from  home. 

Disabled  students  attend  social  events  such  as  concerts,  plays, 
movies  and  lectures.  They  have  the  chance  to  see  such  distinguished 
guests  as  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  the  Russian  gymnasts,  Robert  Frost 
and  a  host  of  others  visiting  the  campus.  Art  exhibits,  folk  fairs 
and  rallies  add  to  the  social  whirl. 

At  the  University  of  Illinois,  a  disabled  student  has  the  same 
or  similar  opportnuities  as  an  able-bodied  classmate.  Here,  he  learns 
the  value  of  competition  which  will  carry  him  to  success  in  the 
business  and  professional  world. 

Activities  adapted  to  the  physical  limitations  of  the  students 
allow  them  to  participate  in  wheelchair  football,  basketball,  archery, 
square  dancing,  track,  bowling,  baseball  and  volleyball.  The  girls, 
as  varsity  cheerleaders  and  square  dancers,  travel  the  tour  circuit 
with  the  Gizz  Kids  in  addition  to  performing  at  home  games. 

Local  churches  sponsor  an  SRC  bus  service  for  those  who  wish 
to  attend  religious  services  at  one  of  the  seven  accessible  religious 
foundations  on  campus.  Four  of  these  busses,  equipped  with  hydraul- 
ic lifts,  operate  on  a  regular  schedule  during  the  week,  furnishing  a 
necessary  medium  for  independent  travel  on  our  immense  campus. 

No  one  is  "unable"  at  the  University  of  Illinois.  The  many  ad- 
vantages and  facilities  here  only  serve  to  expand  the  capabilities  of 
a  physically  disabled  person  and  to  give  him  the  type  of  education 
he  and  his  22,000  fellow  Illini  deserve.  What  he  does  with  this  op- 
portunity is  up  to  him.  He  may  be  equal  with  all  if  he  is  willing  to 
expend  the  time  and  the  effort  to  succeed.  Here  he  learns  that  he 
is  accepted  or  rejected  because  of  his  special  talents,  character,  ab- 
ilities and  personality;  not  because  he  is  in  a  wheelchair  or  uses  an 
artificial  leg  or  is  blind.  The  special  facilities  at  the  University  merely 
serve  the  same  purpose  that  a  handicap  in  golf  or  bowling  serves — 
they  give  all  an  equal  chance  at  the  start  of  the  game.  From  there, 
it's  up  to  the  player  how  high  his  score  will  be. 
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The  1960  season  saw  the  initiation  of  a  three  team  league  that 
established  a  much  closer  race  for  the  championship.  Instead  of  a 
dream  team,  as  was  the  case  in  previous  seasons,  there  emerged 
three  well-balanced  teams  that  fought  tooth  and  nail  right  down 
to  the  wire. 


Statistics 

Win 

Lost 

Tie 

Golds 

2 

1 

1 

Blues 

2 

2 

0 

Whites 

1 

2 

1 

The  White's  dominance  of  the  win  columns  (undefeated  in 
1959),  came  to  an  abrupt  end  in  the  season's  first  game  on  October  8. 
In  that  game,  coach  Ron  Stein's  Blue  squad  beat  the  Whites  15  to  2. 
Both  Blue  touchdowns  were  scored  by  rookie  end  Ken  Robb  and  the 
Whites'  2  points  came  on  a  safety  by  Al  Antonini.  Both  Blue  touch- 
down tosses  were  made  by  halfback  Dean  Nosker,  the  first  for  5 
yards  in  the  third  quarter  and  the  second  for  25  yards  late  in  the 
fourth  quarter.  The  extra  points  were  scored  by  end  Ken  Lemke,  also 
on  passes  from  Nosker. 

The  second  game,  on  October  15,  pitted  the  new  Gold  team, 
coached  by  Casey  Clarke,  against  the  Blues.  The  Golds  won  this 
game  32  to  7  chiefly  on  the  imagination  of  coach  Clarke.  The  passing 
of  quqarterback  Charlie  Donnel  and  halfback  Paul  Sones  and  the  re- 
ceptions of  ends  Vince  Caputo  and  Bob  Garrett  were  major  factors 
in   their  lopsided   victory. 

The  third  game  saw  the  Golds  and  Whites  doing  battle — and 
battle  they  did!  The  game  ended  in  a  6  to  6  tie. 

The  fourth  game  was  again  between  the  Blues  and  the  Whites 
but  the  results  differed  from  their  first  meeting.  White  coaches  Gib 
Fink  and  Mike  Carrera  inspired  their  boys  to  a  24-19  victory  over 
the  Blues  due  chiefly  to  the  passing  and  running  of  Harry  Stewart 
and  the  pass  receiving  of  Al  Antonini  and  Roger  Robinson. 
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The  fifth  game  found  the  Blues  versus  Golds  and  again  the 
results  differed  from  the  first  meeting  of  these  two  teams,  the  Blue 
squad  dumping  the  Golds  20  to  0.  The  fine  plays  of  Dean  Nosker. 
who  scored  14  points,  were  largely  responsible  for  the  victory.  He 
also  tossed  the  remaining  touchdown  pass  to  Blue  halfback  Frank 
Vecera  to  complete  a  perfect  day. 

The  sixth  and  final  game  turned  out  to  be  the  contest  for  the 
championship  with  the  Golds  playing  the  Whites.  The  Golds  emerged 
champions  by  winning  40-32.  For  the  first  time  in  wheelchair  foot- 
ball history,  the  Whites  ended  up  in  the  cellar. 

The  season  was  not  one  of  outstanding  individual  performance 
but  rather  was  dominated  by  good,  hard  team  play.  All  three  squads 
were  well-balanced  units  and  although  some  scores  would  indicate 
otherwise,  the  games  were  close  and  hard  fought.  Touchdowns  were 
not  easy  and  plenty  of  teamwork  was  required  for  every  point. 
Each  team  either  beat  or  tied  the  other  teams  only  to  be  tied  or 
beaten  by  those  teams.  On  any  given  Saturday,  any  one  of  the  teams 
could  have  beaten  another  team  and  prediction  of  a  winner  was  vir- 
tually impossible.  If  past  performance  is  any  indication,  the  1961 
season  will  be  as  tough,  if  not  tougher,  than  the  1960  campaign. 

Wheelchair  football  is  enjoyed  by  many — able-bodied  as  v/ell  as 
the  handicapped.  Students  begin  preparing  for  the  season  as  soon 
as  they  report  on  campus.  Competition  for  positions  is  keen.  Each 
year,  all  new  players  are  placed  into  a  draft  similar  to  the  draft 
system  used  by  professional  teams.  The  three  teams  evaluate  and 
bid  upon  these  rookies  to  replace  players  lost  through  graduation.  In 
this  way,  a  fair  balance  of  strength  is  maintained. 

The  contests  take  place  in  the  University  Armory  on  a  hard  dirt 
floor.  All  games  are  played  on  Saturday  morning  so  they  won't  con- 
flict with  varsity  games  in  the  stadium.  The  field  is  60  yards  long 
and  30  yards  wide.  A  first  down  is  accomplished  by  moving  €he  ball 
15  yards  (instead  of  the  usual  10)  in  four  downs.  Tackles  are  ac- 
complished by  touching  the  body  of  the  ball  carrier  with  both  hands 
simultaneously.  Grabbing  a  player  or  wheelchair  or  ramming  a  play- 
er's wheelchair  behind  the  large  (back)  wheels  constitute  fouls, 
the  latter  being  considered  clipping.  Punting  is  accomplished  by  pass- 
ing the  ball  after  the  opposing  team  has  been  warned  that  a  kick  will 
occur. 

Any  offensive  formation  may  be  used  so  long  as  there  are  three 
men  on  the  line  of  scrimmage.  Each  team  is  comprised  of  six  men. 
All  players  are  eligible  pass  receivers  and  this  tends  to  make  the 
game  very  exciting  and  highly  entertaining.  WTheelchair  football 
competition  is  as  keen  as  the  able-bodied  game  and  is  taken  just  as 
seriously.  The  only  difference  between  wheelchair  ball  and  the  able- 
bodied  variety  is  that  wheelchair  ball  is  much  safer.  In  thirteen 
years  of  competition,  there  has  never  been  a  serious  injury  to  a 
player — however,  some   of  the   officials  have   come  close. 

Ken  Robb 
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GIZZ   KIDS  AND   BLACK   KNIGHTS   SCRAMBLE    FOR   A    RE-BOUND 


BASKETBALL 

The  Illinois  Gizz  Kids,  emerging  out  of  the  toughest  Midwest 
Conference  schedule  yet,  nearly  upset  the  national  champs  from  Long 
Beach  in  the  opening  round  of  the  National  Tournament.  Accepting 
this  challenge  of  drawing  the  champs  in  the  first  round,  the  Gizz  Kids 
took  an  earlv  lead  and  at  half  time  were  three  points  ahead  due  to 
consistant  rebounding,  a  sizzling  fast  break,  plus  the  usual  stubborn 
Gizz  Kids  defense.  However,  in  the  third  quarter,  the  national  champs 
earned  their  title  by  sinking  8  out  of  11  shots  to  go  ahead  of  the  Gizz 
Kids  and  eventually  win.  Vince  Caputo  was  high  scorer  in  that  game 
and  for  all  subsequent  tourney  games  with  19  points. 

With  new  coaches  and  new  personnel  on  most  of  the  seven  teams 
of  the  Midwest  conference,  there  was  more  than  the  usual  scramble 
for  the  coveted  two  top  position  that  lead  to  bids  to  the  national 
tournament.  Indianapolis  Crossroads,  winless  in  the  previous  season, 
opened  up  this  season  with  a  win  over  Kansas  City  to  set  the  stage 
for  the  coming  season.  This  tough  competition  required  each  team 
to  be  up  for  every  game;  even  Goodwill  of  Indianapolis  was  beaten 
by  St.  Louis  by  only  eight  points  in  their  final  game.  The  Gizz  Kids 
with  their  usual  fine  shooting  from  Ron  Stein  and  Vince  Caputo  and 
with  the  solid  support  of  the  remainder  of  the  squad  survived  with 
only  two  losses  to  league  leading  St.  Louis  Rams. 

MIDWEST   CONFERENCE 


Team 

W 

L 

Pet. 

St.   Louis 

11 

1 

.917 

Illinois 

10 

2 

.833 

Kansas  City 

7 

5 

.583 

Champaign-Urbana 

6 

6 

.500 

Indianapolis 

(C. 

R.) 

6 

6 

.500 

Indianapolis 

(G. 

W.) 

2 

10 

.167 

Cleveland 

0 

12 

.000 
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AAC  CULLOUGH    AND   AN    UPSET    CALIFORNIAN 

INDIVIDUAL  SCORING   AVERAGES— MIDWEST  CONFERENCE 


Name 

Games 

FG 

FT 

TP 

Av. 

Stein 

9 

59 

23 

141 

15.7 

Caputo 

9 

37 

18 

95 

10.5 

McCullough 

8 

15 

6 

36 

4.5 

Stewart 

10 

15 

14 

44 

4.4 

Sones 

10 

19 

5 

43 

4.3 

Vecera 

8 

14 

4 

32 

4.0 

Lemke 

5 

10 

2 

22 

4.5 

Carroll 

9 

5 

2 

12 

1.3 

Simmons 

5 

1 

0 

2 

.4 

The  Gizz  Kids,  shooting  40  per  cent  from  the  field,  had  the 
highest  offensive  average  of  all  Midwest  Conference  teams  —  five 
points  better  than  any  other  team.  Stein  was  highest  scorer  in  the 
conference  while  Caputo  was  fourth.  Ron  Stein  was  elected  to  second 
team  All-American,  first  team  All-Midwest  and  the  Midwest's  most 
valuable  player.  Vince  Caputo  was  also  elected  second  team  All-Am- 
erican, first  team  All-Midwest,  as  well  as  being  chosen  by  his  team- 
mates as  most  valuable  player  and  captain-elect  for  next  year.  Bill 
Simmons  was  selected  as  the  most  improved  player  over  the  past 
season. 

Besides  the  conference  games  the  Gizz  Kids  played  ten  exhibi- 
tion games  against  teams  from  Dundee,  Sugar  Grove,  O'Fallon,  Har- 
vey, Deland-Weldon,  Charleston,  Genoa,  Bryon,  Decatur  and  Bloom- 
ington,  Illinois.  About  $3,000  was  raised  for  such  worthy  organizations 
as  the  National  Paraplegic  Foundation,  Polio  Foundation,  etc.  in  these 
games. 
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GIZa    KIDS        1960-61 


Wheelchair  basketball  is  a  highly  competitive  and  skilled  activ- 
ity. It  involves  hard  work  and  is  time  consuming  but  the  rewards  de- 
rived from  it  are  by  far  greater  dividends  than  the  effort  put  into 
it.  Basketball  stimulates  the  mind,  develops  the  body,  molds  charact- 
er, teaches  discipline,  offers  travel  and  presents  an  opportunity  to 
meet  many  new  and  interesting  people  and  recognition  for  fine 
achievement. 

Wheelchair  basketball  rules  are  identical  to  those  of  the  Nation- 
al Collegiate  Athletic  Association  except  for  a  few  changes  for  wheel- 
chairs. There  are  four  ten-minute  quarters.  Dribbling  occurs  in  the 
usual  manner,  except  that  players  with  the  ball  can  push  twice,  but 
then  must  either  pass,  dribble  twice,  shoot  or  pass  before  pushing 
again.  Fifteen  seconds  are  allowed  instead  of  ten  to  bring  the  ball 
across  the  center  line.  Six  seconds  are  allowed  in  the  lane  instead  of 
three.  The  chair  is  considered  part  of  the  man  for  fouls,  out  of  bounds 
or  other  rule  interpretations. 


BLACK   KNIGHTS        1960-61 


JUNIUS    KELLOGG    PRESENTS    NATIONAL    TROPHY    TO   FLYING  WHEELS 

Long  Beach  Regains  National  Title 

The  end  of  the  13th  Annual  National  Wheelchair  Basketball 
Tournament  found  the  Long  Beach  Flying  Wheels  still  the  Champs. 
The  Gizz  Kids  again  qualified  for  the  Tourney  (they  have  qualified 
every  year  sh~re  the  tourney  originated),  and  drew  the  Flying  Wheels 
in  the  first  round. 

Even  thouorh  we  lost  55-44,  the  skill,  determination,  and  over- 
all play  of  the  Kids  earned  the  common  concensus  of  the  participating 
teams  (and  spectators)  that  they  were  the  second  best  team  in  the 
tourney.  With  ten  of  the  best  teams  in  the  country  competing,  we  are 
indeed  proud  of  our  team's  showing.  Since  those  who  lose  in  the  first 
round  were  "out  of  it",  the  Kids  had  to  sit  on  the  sidelines  for  the 
remaining  sessions,  and  watch  Long  Beach  breeze  by  St.  Louis  and 
Nashville  for  the  title.  St.  Louis  beat  Brooklyn  easily  for  3rd  place. 

The  Gizz  Kids  game  began  with  a  distinct  overtone  of  upset.  Due 
to  excellent  rebounding,  fast  breaks,  sound  defense,  and  cautious  ball 
handling,  the  Kids  found  themselves  ahead  by  three  at  the  half.  The 
Flying  Wheels,  however,  came  back  with  an  8  for  11  third  quarter,  to 
put  them  in  the  lead  securely.  Making  their  clutch  free-throws  in  the 
fourth  quarter  was  the  clincher.  Vince  Caputo  ended  as  game  high 
scorer  with  19. 

Ron  Stein  and  Vince  Caputo  were  subsequently  elected  to  2nd 
All-America,  though  most  felt  that  the  whole  first  five  would  have 
been  mentioned  if  the  Gizz  Kids  could  have  played  three  games  like 
the  semi-finalists. 

Final  statistics  show  the  Gizz  Kids  in  second  place  offensively 
for  the  tournament  despite  playing  their  sole  game  agamst  the 
Champs.  Vince  lead  all  scorers  in  points  per  game.  Speaking  for  the 
tourney  as  a  whole,  it  was  definitely  the  most  successful  ever — big- 
crowds,  excellent  cooperation  from  Chanute  officials,  a  representative 
finish  (each  team  of  the  top  four  represented  a  different  conference) . 

It  is  already  official  that  the  14th  NWBT  will  again  be  held  at 
Chanute  by  request  of  the  Commanding  General  Hopwood,  March 
28-31.  An  experimental  consolation  double  elimination  bracketing  will 
be  constructed  so  that  teams  losing  in  the  first  round  will  still  have  a 
chance  for  third  place. 
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SPRING  SPORTS 


TRACK  AND  FIELD 

As  in  other  sports,  the  Gizz  Kids  excell  in  track  and  field.  At  the 
National  Wheelchair  Games  last  year,  in  their  first  year  of  competi- 
tion, the  Gizz  Kids  rolled  away  with  more  metals  and  trophies  than 
the  next  three  teams  combined. 

Track  and  field,  because  it  is  conducted  out  of  doors,  is  becoming: 
one  of  the  most  popular  wheelchair  sports.  Events  include  the  6$  yard 
dash,  100  yard  dash,  240  and  400  yard  relays,  javelin  and  discus 
throws,  shotput,  archery,  and  swimming.  To  even  the  competition, 
participants  are  classified  according  to  extent  of  disability.  Class  I 
is  the  high  lesion  paraplegic  or  a  post-polio  with  comparable  dis- 
ability. Class  II  is  low  lesion  paraplegic  or  similar  post-polio,  and 
Class  III  contestants  are  the  ambulatory  post-polio,  amputee,  or  com- 
parable disabilities. 

Already  this  year  the  Gizz  Kids  have  shown  that  they  will  not 
rest  on  past  performance.  At  the  Indiana  Invitational  Wheelchair 
Track  and  Field  Meet  held  May  14,  Illinois  took  two  thirds  of  the 
total  points.  Of  the  27  events,  the  Gizz  Kids  grabbed  19  firsts,  17  sec- 
onds, and  16  thirds  while  breaking  seven  national  records.  Ron  Stein 
was  the  most  successful  member  of  the  team,  winning  five  events 
and  being  a  member  of  the  winning  240  yard  relay  team. 

National  Records  Broken  by  Illinois 
Indianapolis  Invitational  Meet 

60  yard  dash  —  Class  II  —  Paul  Sones  —  :13.3  Former  Record  —  13.4 
100  yard  dash  —  Class  I  —  Tom  Jones  —  :22.4  Former  Record  —  :27.1 
100  yard  dash— Class  III— Ron  Stein— :  19.9  Former  Record— :  19.5 
Javelin— Class  II— Otis  Griffin— 60'  11"  Former  record— 60  '  IV 
Javelin— Class  III— Ron  Stein— 90'  4  V  Former  record— 83'  4" 

Shotput— Class  III— Ron  Stein— 36'   4"  Former  record— 34'   3" 

Archery — Jack  Whitman — 304  Former  record— 302 

Team  Total  —  338  points 

8/7/  Simmons 

SOFTBALL 

Another  sport  enjoyed  by  disabled  students  at  the  U.  of  I.  is 
wheelchair  softball.  This  game  is  played  with  the  same  regulations 
as  regular  softball  except  that  the  ball  is  pitched  over-hand  and  the 
shape  of  the  diamond  has  been  changed  to  a  true  diamond  to  reduce 
fielding  area.  All  participants  except  the  catcher  are  in  wheelchairs. 

Because  of  the  "Varsity"  status  of  track  and  field,  softball  con- 
tinues to  be  provided  on  a  recreational  basis  but  with  no  formal 
league  or  schedule. 
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Normally,  games  are  arranged  with  fraternities  and  the  staff 
of  the  Center.  On  these  occasions,  the  able-bodied  players  are  put  in 
chairs  for  the  game. 

This  spring,  as  usual,  softball  ranked  high  in  recreation.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  games  most  enjoyed  was  the  rousing  co-educational  game 
at  the  annual  DSO  picnic.  Many  of  the  girls  had  never  played  before, 
but  under  the  coaching  of  the  boys,  all  had  fun.  Kiest's  Kut-Ups  won 
7-1  over  Jesse's  Jokers. 

SWIMMING 

Although  not  included  in  the  Indianapolis  Invitational  Meet, 
swimming  is  an  important  event  in  both  the  National  Games  at  New 
York  and  the  Paralympic  Games.  So  far  this  season,  the  Illinois 
swimmers  have  not  participated  in  a  meet.  However,  they  will  com- 
pete in  the  New  York  Games,  June  9-10-11.  One  of  the  Illinois  mem- 
bers, Paul  Sones,  will  be  defending  champion  in  Class  II  in  all  three 
events  —  30  yard  Crawl,  30  yard  Breast  Stroke,  and  30  yard  Back 
Stroke. 

Paul  Ingle,  Frank  Vecera,  Dan  Kotter,  Paul  Sones,  Otis  Griffin 
and  George  Conn  have  been  diligently  practicing  three  times  a  week 
under  the  watchful  eye  of  coach  Chuck  Elmer.  As  in  other  individual 
sports,  participants  are  divided  into  three  classes  according  to  level 
of  lesion.  The  only  change  of  rules  made  is  that  Class  I  and  II  partic- 
ipants cannot  use  a  kick  stroke  even  if  they  do  have  the  ability.  Class 
III  participants  cannot  use  the  legs  as  a  pushoff  when  making  turns. 

BOWLING 

Fired  with  the  effusive  enthusiasum  of  beginning  freshman,  a 
horde  of  rolling  keglers  descends  upon  Elmwood  Lanes  on  Sundav 
afternoon.  It's  time  for  the  League-O-Wheels,  the  sport  in  which  all 
can  compete,  the  only  organized  co-educational  sport  in  the  Student 
Rehabilitation  Center  program. 

In  the  Fall  semester,  when  this  bowling  season  started  with  a 
few  veterans  and  many  new  participants,  there  was  little  wear  and 
tear  on  the  pins.  But  with  diligent  practice  and  the  coaching  of  Gibb 
(Do  as  I  say,  not  as  I  do)  Fink,  all  averages  climbed  and  credible 
scores  were  posted. 

In  the  second  semester,  teams  were  organized  and  league  bowling 
began.  Due  to  scheduling  conflicts,  it  was  impossible  to  roll  a  full 
schedule.  However,  most  of  the  bowlers  enjoyed  the  added  challenge 
of  team  competition. 

Top  bowling  scores  were: 
Girl    (from  a   wheelchair)    124   pins  —  Lynda   Koopman 
Boy    (from  a  wheelchair)    153  pins  —   Bill   Timmerman 
Winning  Team  —  Stafford's   Setters 

For  next  year,  we  are  tentatively  planning  a  full  league  schedule 
over  two  semesters  with  open  bowling  dates  interspaced  throughout 
the  year  for  the  benefit  of  new  bowlers  and  those  who  do  not  wish 
to  bowl  regularly. 

Dick  Gassmann 
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Gizz  Kids  National  Champions  Again  in  1961 

The  Illinois  Gizz  Kids  successfully  defended  the  title  that  they 
won  in  their  first  year  of  competition  at  the  National  Games  in  1960, 
but  the  much  smaller  margin  of  points  indicated  the  increasingly  bet- 
ter competition  among  the  15  teams  represented.  Illinois  scored  107 
points  compared  to  second  place  Bulova's  74%.  The  improved  caliber 
of  the  competitors  indicates  a  growing  interest  in  wheelchair  sports 
throughout  the  nation. 

Ron  Stein,  Frank  Vecera  and  Jack  Whitman  came  through  again 
this  year  with  top  place  performances.  Paul  Sones,  one  of  last  year's 
top  men,  was  set  back  by  being  switched  from  Class  II  to  Class  III 
at  the  games.  Three  rookies,  Otis  Griffin,  Dan  Kotter  and  Bill  Sim- 
mons, brought  Illinois  five  first  places. 

The  all-over  ability  of  the  team  as  a  whole  is  illustrated  by  the 
records. 

*  Indicates  a  new  record. 

Class  I  Class  IT  Class  III 


60  Yard  Dash 

100  Yard  Dash 

240  Yard  Relay 
400  Yard  Relay 
Javelin 

Discus 

Shot-Put 

Slalom 
Archery 

Swimming 


Al  Antonini,  2nd  Roger  Robinson 
Harry  Stewart,        1st  (:13.0) 
3rd 


Bill  Simmons 

1st  (:14.3) 
Frank  Vecera, 

2nd 

Tom  Jones,  2nd  Ron  Stein,  1st* 

Byron  Grant,  (:19.5) 

3rd  Dan  Kotter,  3rd 

Simmons,   Griffin,,  Stewart,  Antonini,  1st*    (:56.0) 

Jones,  Sones,  Robinson,  Stein,  1st*   (1:28.5) 

Vecera,  1st*  Griffin,  1st*         Stein,  1st* 

(54'-ll")  (65'-5")  (93-5) 

Robinson,  3rd 

Vecera,  1st*  Stein,  1st*, 

(56'-3")  (108'-11") 

Stein,  1st* 

(38'-iiy2") 

Jones,  3rd  Griffin,  1st  Robinson,  2nd 

(:39.9) 
Whitman,  Windsor  Round,  1st,  787 
Kotter,  Novice  Round,  1st,  286 
Sones,  Columbia  Round,  3rd 


Conn,   Breast- 
stroke,  1st 
(:21.7) 

Conn,  Crawl  & 
Backstroke 
2nd 


Table  Tennis 


Sones,  Breast- 
stroke,  2nd 


Vince  Caputo,  1st 
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1960    SHARPER    AWARD    WINNERS    J.     LITTLE,    S.    BELLOWS 


DSO  AWARDS  BANQUET 

Timothy  J.  Nugent  had  an  idea:  "To  explore,  encourage  and 
promote,  in  particular,  educational  possibilities  on  a  higher  level  for 
the  disabled  persons  throughout  the  country."  His  idea  has  led  to 
the  establishment  of  Delta  Sigma  Omicron  and  is  one  of  the  purposes 
of  this  disabled  students  organization  at  the  University  of  Illinois. 

The  annual  Delta  Sigma  Omicron  Awards  Banquet  shows  evi- 
dence of  a  successful  past  year  and  marks  the  beginning  of  another 
year  in  which  disabled  students  at  the  University  of  Illinois  will  live 
a  college  life  filled  with  the  experiences,  knowledge  and  events  that 
are  a  part  of  every  Illini's  life. 

The  Student  Rehabilitation  Program,  which  is  now  located  on 
the  Champaign-Urbana  campus  of  the  University,  originated  on  the 
Galesburg  undergraduate  division  campus  in  1948.  When  the  program 
was  moved  to  the  Champaign  campus  because  the  Galesburg  division 
closed,  the  annual  banquet  moved  with  it.  Approximately  50  people 
attended  the  commencement  banquet  at  Galesburg.  Attendance  at 
this  year's  banquet — and  present  enrollment  of  DSO — have  increased 
almost  seven  times. 

The  increase  in  enrollment  indicates  the  necessity  of  an  inte- 
grated educational  program  on  the  college  level  for  disabled  students. 
It  also  symbolizes  the  accomplishments  a  physically  disabled  person 
can  achieve  when  he  is  given  a  chance  to  become  independent.  In 
recognition  of  such  growth  and  development,  two  awards  are  pre- 
sented annually  at  the  banquet. 
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This  year  the  Harold  Scharper  Service  Award  was  presented 
to  Jan  Little  for  her  services  in  developing  and  furthering  the  pur- 
poses of  DSO  and  the  student  rehabilitation  program.  Jan  served  as 
freshman  advisor  in  the  Women's  Residence  Hall  System.  She  was 
elected  a  representative  to  the  Women's  Group  System.  She  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  governing  board  and  vice  president  of 
Lincoln  Avenue  Residence.  In  DSO,  she  has  served  as  captain  of 
the  cheerleaders,  alumni  secretary,  and  chairman  of  publications. 
She  continues  to  serve  as  editor-in-chief  of  the  publication  committee, 
which  includes  Sigma  Signs. 

Mrs.  Sylvia  Dean  Bellows  received  the  Harold  Scharper  Achieve- 
ment Award.  At  the  Eleventh  Annual  Banquet,  she  and  her  husband, 
Glenn  Bellows,  received  the  Service  Award.  Sylvia  was  awarded  Uni- 
versity Honors  each  year  she  was  an  undergraduate.  She  was  the 
first  disabled  student  here  to  be  Co-Salutatorian  of  her  graduating 
class.  Sylvia  was  also  active  in  her  domitory  and  DSO.  She  was 
co-editor  of  Sigma  Signs,  secretary  of  DSO  and  chairman  of  several 
committees. 

Toastmaster  this  year  was  Ted  Elbert,  sports  editor  of  WBBM- 
TV  in  Chicago.  Ted  is  a  1955  Illinois  graduate  in  Journalism.  He 
became  well  acquainted  with  DSO  and  its  endeavors  through  his 
work  at  WILL  radio-TV  station  on  campus  and  through  personal 
friendships  with  DSO  members. 

The  featured  guests  of  the  evening  were  eight  Illinois  members 
of  the  United  States  Paralympic  Team.  The  team  members  and  their 
coach,  Casey  Clarke,  had  just  returned  from  international  competition 
in  Rome,  Italy. 

Don  Zimmermann,  President  of  DSO,  Alpha  Chapter,  opened 
the  banquet  with  his  welcoming  speech.  Second  at  the  rostrum  was 
Les  Blankenship,  an  alumnus  and  past  recipient  of  the  Scharper 
awards.  Les  is  the  Chief  of  Rehabilitation  Services  in  the  Division 
of  Vocational  Rehabilitation  located  at  Springfield,   Illinois. 

"Greetings  from  the  President"  were  expressed  by  Dr.  David 
Dodds  Henry,  President  of  the  University  of  Illinois.  Professor  Lester 
Ingle,  head  of  the  Zoology  department,  spoke  as  a  parent  of  a  student 
under  the  program.  His  son,  Paul,  is  a  freshman  in  the  program. 
Tim  Nugent  completed  the  evening  by  viewing  the  program  "In 
Perspective." 

Entertainment  was  provided  by  DSO  members  in  the  form  of 
vocal  selections,  an  accordian  number,  and  a  magic  act.  Arrangements 
for  the  entire  banquet  were  handled  by  disabled  students  under  the 
supervision  of  general  chairman — and  former  DSO  treasurer — Bill 
Richard. 

The  finale  of  the  banquet  was  the  "Illinois  Loyalty"  led  by  Edan 
Nicholas,  member  of  the  Student  Rehabilitation  Center  staff.  Nichol- 
as now  acting  as  Co-ordinator  of  Federal-State  Rehabilitation  Agency 
functions,  holds  a  B.A.,  a  B.D.  and  an  M.A.  degree  and  has  appeared 
on  Broadway,  in  motion  pictures  and  on  television. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  DSO  Awards  Banquet  symbolized,  above  all, 
the  dedication  and  hard  work  of  Tim  Nugent,  his  colleagues  and  many 
students.  This  banquet,  as  others  in  the  past,  showed  that  DSO  is, 
indeed,  an  organization  dedicated  to  its  motto — "To  exercise  our  ab- 
ilities to  a  maximum  so  as  to  minimize  our  disabilities,  that  we  may 
live  most  and  serve  best." 
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PURPOSE 

According  to  Webster,  a  bridge  is  a  structure  designed  to  carry- 
objects  over  an  obstacle.  In  many  ways,  Delta  Sigma  Omicron  may 
well  be  compared  to  a  bridge.  In  this  case,  the  bridge  is  psychological 
and  social  rather  than  physical.  This  bridge  does  not  carry  cars  or 
trucks  as  does  the  physical  counter-part.  Rather,  it  serves  man's 
most  important  commodity — knowledge  and  understanding.  DSO's 
purpose  is  to  carry  its  commodity  over  the  fears  and  preconceptions 
that  the  general  public  entertain  about  the  physically  disabled  to 
the  goal   of  mutual  understanding   and   finally,  acceptance. 

DSO  is  a  many  channeled  bridge.  First,  as  this  is  a  group  of 
students,  it  naturally  aims  at  becoming  better  integrated  into  the 
campus  as  a  whole.  Through  discussion  groups,  participation  in  activ- 
ities and  day  to  day  living,  the  members  of  the  group  spread  the 
theories  and  ideals  of  DSO  to  other,  able-bodied  students.  These 
able-bodied  students,  from  their  association  with  disabled  on  campus 
go  out  from  the  University  with  a  different  outlook  on  the  abilities 
of  the  disabled. 

Secondly,  DSO  has  as  one  of  its  main  objectives  pointing  out  to 
society  as  a  whole  what  the  disabled  person  can  and,  in  fact,  is  doing. 
Too  often,  these  facts  are  not  known.  DSO  also  attempts  to  show 
disabled  persons  not  attending  the  University  what  is  being  done 
here  by  persons  much  the  same  as  themselves. 

DSO,  like  any  bridge,  allows  traffic  to  flow  two  ways.  Not  only 
does  it  send  out  information,  it  also  receives  it.  DSO  correlates,  anal- 
yzes and  learns  by  this  information.  This  is  done  with  an  eye  toward 
making  the  disabled  person  an  important  and  useful  member  of 
society— fulfilling  his  obligations  and  seeking  the  same  enjoyments 
and  goals   as  his   contemporaries. 

DSO  does  not  attempt  to  be  a  refuge  to  which  the  disabled  can 
run  to  seek  shelter  from  society.  Rather,  DSO  is  a  tool  by  which  the 
disabled  person  can  find  leverage  to  propel  himself  and  others  like 
him  into  the  whirling,  frightening  and  oftentimes  seemingly  impos- 
sible world  on  an  equal  level  with  everyone  else.  Just  as  he  doesn't 
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want  to  start  with  two  strikes  against  him,  he  does  not  expe?t  to 
start  half-way  up  the  proverbial  ladder  to  success.  He  only  wants  to 
start  on  an  equal  basis.  DSO  strives  toward  this  concept  of  equai 
acceptance. 

John  Stuart  Mill  wrote  that  all  men  are  created  with  equal 
rights.  Should  the  fact  that  a  person  has  a  physical  disability  forfeit 
these  rights?  The  people  who  compose  DSO  say  "NO"  and  work  to 
prove  that  the  disabled  can  be  equal  in  ability. 

Mike  Sachs 


DSO  Accomplishments 

The  following  are  some  of  the  accomplishments  in  the  past: 

Sigma  Signs — Public  information  with   worldwide   circulation 

Spokesman — Monthly  newsletter  to  co-ordinate  DSO 

Harold  Scharper  Achievement  Award 

Harold  Scharper  Service  Award 

Theodore  Lesley  Scholarship  Fund 

Committee  on  Public  Education 

Committee  on  Hospital  Visitation 

Illinois  Gizz  Kids  Wheelchair  Team 

Illinois  Gizz  Kids  Cheerleaders 

Illinois  Gizz  Kids  Wheelchair  Square   Dancers 

Illinois  Gizz  Kids  Track  &  Field  Team  (Nat'l.  Champs— 1960) 

Driver  Safety  Research 

Diversified  Recreation  and  Sports  for  all  disabled 

Participation  in  and  Financial  Support  of  Rehabilitation  Research 

Sponsorship  of  the  First  National  Wheelchair  Basketball  Tour- 
nament 

Foundation  of  the  National  Wheelchair  Basketball  Association 

Example  and  Guide  to  similar  groups 

Integration  with  other  campus  groups  through  panels  and  dis- 
cussions 

Financial  contributions  to  charities  for  the  handicapped  totaling 
$23,000 
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FEATURE 

Appearing  for  the  first  time  in  Sigma  Signs  is  a  short  fiction 
vignette  by  an  SRC  student. 

UTOPIA? 

By  Anderson  McCullough 

"Oh  Haven,  dost  thou  exist?"  I  cried,  my  unheeding-  legs  under 
me  flagrantly  disregarding  every  command  I  gave  them.  "Oh  Haven, 
dost  thou  exist?  If  so,  then  why  must  thou  be  so  elusive?  Why  must 
thou  torment  me  with  thy  beauty  and  remain  in  my  inner  thoughts 
a  conquerable  entity?  Thou  art  false!  Thou  livest  in  my  dreams  only. 
I  wake  to  find  thee  nowhere.  If  only  thou  wert  an  insurmountable 
resplendent  pinnacle  that  I  could  perceive  with  mine  eyes  opened  and 
my  mind  released  from  the  spell  of  the  dream,  I  would  cease  my 
threnody.  Oh  Fortune,  show  me  a  haven  wherein  I  may  live  secure. 
I  have  not  the  wherewithal  to  continue  the  search." 

Fortune  appeared  before  me  after  I  uttered  these  words.  I  mar- 
velled at  her  promptness  because  Fortune  is  the  trained  servant  of 
no  man.  She  had  a  grotesque,  angular  face  half  hidden  by  the  strands 
of  dripping  seaweed  she  called  her  hair. 

"I  have  heard  your  cry  of  anguish,"  she  said.  "I  can  show  you 
a  Utopia.  A  haven  for  you  and  all  those  like  you,  who  have  disobedient 
extremities  or  whose  eyes  have  been  covered  by  night.  But,"  she 
admonished,  "if  you  would  live  there  you  must  have  courage.  You 
must  see  it  all  before  you  decide.  Would  you  see  it?" 

I  gave  my  consent,  and  Fortune  took  me  and  my  cumbersome 
carriage  to  a  place  I  had  never  seen.  She  was  right;  there  were 
people  like  me  at  that  place.  They  were  working.  They  had  time  for 
play,  but  many  more  of  their  hours  were  spent  in  study  than  in 
play.  I  saw  them  in  their  classes  and  in  their  rooms.  I  talked  earnestly 
with  them. 

"What  do  you  do  here?"  I  asked. 

"We  study,  work  and  play,"  a  girl  answered  me.  She  rode  in  a 
carriage  much  like  my  own. 

"Because  we  must  learn  to  live  in  the  world." 

I  wanted  to  say,  "I  thought  this  was  Utopia ;"  but  Fortune  stayed 
my  tongue.  I  talked  with  many  more,  and  their  answers  were,  in 
essence,  the  same. 

"We  train  them  to  live  in  the  world,"  the  Comptroller  said  to  me. 

I  was  enthused  by  all  I  had  seen  and  heard  but  for  one  thing. 
Those  who  were  afflicted  such  as  I  had  no  one  to  attend  them,  to 
take  them  to  and  fro.  They  seemed  independent.  This  was  foreign 
to  me  so  I  confronted  Fortune.  "Fortune,"  I  said,  "Thou  has  lied 
to  me!" 

"How  have  I  done  so?"  Fortune  returned  offended. 
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"These  people  do  not  stay  here  forever.  They  leave  here  and  go 
into  the  world.  There  are  some  that  do  not  succeed.  Also  there  are 
some  who  do  not  complete  the  course  of  training,  and  they  must 
leave.  I  cannot  live  here.  I  may  fail." 

"Yes  I  have  lied  to  you."  she  said.  "If  I  had  not  you  would  not 
have  left  your  world  of  pity  and  come  here.  Also,  you  have  lied.  You 
have  lied  to  yourself.  For  you  must  know  that  this  place  is  an  entity 
and  that  Utopia  is  nowhere.  You  have  not  the  courage.  Had  you  this 
stuff,  you  would  stay."  Then  she  laughed.  She  laughed,  and  I  cringed 
at  every  solitary  syllable  of  laughter  that  came  forth.  She  took  me 
back  home  ,and  I  sat,  still  searching  the  labyrinth  of  my  mind  for 
a  haven. 

All  this  was  years  ago,  and  I  have  not  gone  back.  I  could  not 
leave  my  domain  of  pity.  I  still  sit  here.  I  have  ceased  to  dream, 
ceased  to  plea,  ceased  to  search.  Now  I  am  just  vegetating,  and  soon 
I  will  decay. 


About  the  Author 

Anderson  "Mac"  McCullough  is  an  example  of  a  young  man  who  is  proficient 
in  several  endeavors.  Mac  (won  a  gold  medal  in  the  Paralympics  in  Rome,  Septem- 
ber 1960.  He  is  a  first  string  basketball  player.  He  maintain  an  above  B  grade 
average.  He  claims  that  one  of  his  main  interests  is  in  the  writing  of  fiction 
He  is  paralyzed  from  the  waist  down  as  a  result  of  polio. 

In  addition  to  his  athletic  prowness  and  scholastic  ability,  Mac  is  noted  for 
his  sense  of  humor  and  vitality. 


AUTHOR    MCCULLOUGH    THROWS    HIMSELF    INTO   ANY    UNDERTAKING 
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SRC'S    TWO    NEW    BUSSES    IN     FRONT    OF    TWO    OLDER    MODELS 


NEW  BUSES  ADDED 


The  Student  Rehabilitation  Center  has  doubled  its  capacity  to 
transport  disabled  students  around  the  campus  by  adding  two  more 
buses  with  hydraulic  lifts. 

This  fleet  is  responsible  for  most  of  the  campus  transportation 
for  SRC  students.  Of  the  163  disabled  students  here,  101  are  in  wheel- 
chairs. Most  of  these  and  many  of  the  rest  on  crutches  and  braces 
ride  these  buses.  The  addition  of  two  more  vehicles  was  a  much 
needed  expansion  to  transportation  facilities. 

Entry  into  the  buses  without  aid  is  made  possible  by  the  lift  in 
the  front  of  the  bus  and,  for  ambulatory  students,  by  the  steps  in 
the  center. 

The  floors  have  been  cleared  to  provide  enough  space  for  16 
wheelchairs.  Another  13  seats  have  been  placed  in  the  back  and  over 
the  front  wheels. 

The  first  buses  for  the  disabled  here  were  operated  in  1954  .  . 
the  legendary  "Blue  Bulls".  Many  are  the  tales  of  being  stranded  in 
somewhere  such  Grinnell,  Iowa  while  repairs  were  sent  from  afar. 
These  were  given  the  University  by  the  Greyhound  Corporation,  and 
lifts  were  installed  in  them  by  Blitz  Body  Corporation  of  Chicago. 

In  1957,  these  were  replaced  by  two  General  Motors  buses.  Again, 
Blitz  installed  the  lifts.  One  of  these  buses  was  given  by  the  Allen- 
Bradley  Foundation  of  Milwaukee  and  the  other  was  purchased  with 
U.  of  I.  funds.  These  two  are  still  in  use.  Last  fall,  Allen-Bradley 
Foundation  and  the  U.  of  I.  again  purchased  two  more  buses.  The 
new  buses  were  built  by  the  Marmon-Herrington  Corporation  of  In- 
dianapolis. The  lifts  were  installed  by  Anthony  Company  which  is 
now  planning  regular  production  of  such  lifts  for  buses. 
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Most  of  the  students  thought  the  1957  buses  were  ideal,  but  the 
new  ones  are  even  better.  They  are  larger — accommodating  more 
students  and  equipment.  They  offer  greater  comfort  on  tour  and 
other  long  road  trips.  The  hydraulic  lifts  can  boost  a  wheelchair  from 
the  ground  lo  bus  level  in  five  seconds  flat — in  both  hot  and  cold 
weather ! 

These  buses  tour  the  campus  every  hour,  with  residence  halls, 
campus  buildings  and  the  Student  Rehabilitation  Center  as  regular 
stops.  Bus  service  to  local  places  of  worship  is  provided  bv  the  Re- 
ligious Workers  Association  so  that  students  can  attend  the  church 
of  their  choice  each  Sunday.  Beside  these  trips,  our  four  bus  drivers 
are  kept  busy  with  trips  to  track  practice,  picnics,  evening  classes  and 
other  irregularly  scheduled  occasions. 

Fay  Fergusson,  supervisor  of  transportation  and  facilities  esti- 
mates each  bus  travels  over  1,000  miles  a  month. 


U.  of  L  Trustees  Approve  New  SRC  Building 


University  of  Illinois  trustees  authorized  an  application  for  a 
$300,000  federal  grant  to  cover  one-third  of  the  cost  of  constructing 
a  new  rehabilitation  center  on  the  Champaign-Urbana  campus.  This 
approval  came  May  17,  1961. 

This  approval  opens  the  door  to  many  things  for  the  SRC  pro- 
gram. Most  of  all,  it  means  getting  out  of  the  one  and  a  half  barracks 
which  the  program  now  uses  as  a  center.  These  facilities  now  house 
counseling,  administration,  therapy,  special  services,  recreational  ath- 
letics, transportation,  services  for  the  blind  and  deaf,  and  equipment 
and  facilities.  This  means  about  2,000  square  feet  houses  23  full-time 
and  part-time  staff  members. 

The  federal  funds  will  be  sought  under  the  Hill-Burton  act  pro- 
viding grants  for  health  facilities.  This  will  be  $300,000  a  year. 

The  University  of  Illinois  Foundation  will  be  asked  to  solicit 
gifts  of  another  $300,000  for  the  project.  A  similar  amount  will  be 
sought  as  capital  appropriation  from  the  state  legislature. 

This  total  of  $900,000  is  for  one  year  only.  If  funds  can  be  raised 
for  the  second  and  third  year,  Hill-Burton  may  also  contribute  for 
the  second  and  third  years. 

Thirty-One 


DSO  Wishes  To  Thank 


During  the  course  of  each  year,  innumerable  persons  and  agen- 
cies contribute  to  the  success  of  our  program  and  DSO.  It  is  nearly 
impossible  to  give  our  personal  thanks  to  all  these  people,  but  without 
them  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  us  to  have  enjoyed  all  that 
we  have.  Below  are  some  of  the  people  and  organizations  who  have 
been  helping  hands  during  the  past  year. 

The  Religious  Workers  Foundation  This  group,  by  paying  the 
expenses  of  a  bus  and  driver  on  Sunday  mornings,  has  made  possible 
regular  attendance  at  each  student's  place  of  worship. 

Sullivan  Chevrolet  Agency  Giles  Sullivan  and  his  e  r.ployees  un- 
derwrote the  trip  to  the  National  Wheelchair  Games  in  New  York, 
June  1960. 

Bailey  and  Himes  Sports  Store  Contributions  of  archery  equip- 
ment for  practice  aided  our   prize-winning  archers. 

Harry  Gill  Company  Ken  Baldwin,  of  the  Harry  Gill  Company, 
was  responsible  for  contributing  equipment  for  the  track  and  field 
team  which  made  record   breaking  possible. 

Lakeside  Supply  Company  Dick  Held  kept  the  team  supplied 
with  javelins. 

The  Osage  Archers  Particular  thanks  to  Bill  Jackson  and  Curt 
Beamer  for  coaching  the  Paralympic  archers. 

Disabled    American   Veterans    Hall-Hagler   Post    15,    Springfield 

Again  last  year,  these  people  sponsored  the  annual  Springfield  Lake 
outing  just  before  the  school  year  started. 

Allen-Bradley  Foundation  of  Milwaukee  It  is  through  the  ef- 
forts of  these  people  that  two  of  our  four  buses  have  been  purchased. 

The  Press  Bert  Bertine  and  Ed  Wick  of  the  Champaign-Urbana 
Courier,  Bill  Schrader  and  Bob  Lahey  of  the  Champaign  News-Gazette 
and  Bill  Bishop  of  the  Rantoul  Press  receive  our  thanks  for  their  cov- 
erage of  the  Illinois  Gizz  Kids  sports  program. 

Fred  Davis,  Henry  Bowman,  Bob  Wright,  Sam  Barillo  and  Jim 
Miller  These  men  have  risked  life  and  limb  as  officials  for  wheel- 
chair football  and  basketball.  As  the  only  able  bodied  persons  in  the 
middle  of  a  mass  of  battling  wheelchairs,  they  have  had  to  have  the 
speed  and  agility  of  top  athletes  to  keep  out  of  the  way.  All  are  Chan- 
ute  personnel  and  accredited  Illinois  officials.  Not  only  have  they 
worked  at  home  games,  they  have  traveled  with  the  Gizz  Kids.  Henry 
and  Fred  went  to  Rome  with  the  Paralympic  team. 

Special  thanks  to  Fred  Davis  who  left  us  at  the  close  of  football 
season  and  moved  to  Florida  upon  his  retirement.  He  was  with  us 
for  the  past  five  years.  We'll  miss  him. 

Thirty -Two 


Champaign  American  Legion  Post  24  Again  this  year,  as  in  the 
past,  the  Champaign  American  Legion  Post  24  sponsored  the  Annual 
Wheelchair  Basketball  Banquet  to  honor  the  two  town  teams — The 
Champaign-Urbana  Black  Knights  and  the  Illinois  Gizz  Kids.  This 
event,  held  April  13,  was  the  climax  of  the  season.  Main  features  of 
the  banquet  were  a  huge  meal,  entertainment  by  the  top  barbershop 
quartet  in  the  state — the  Plainsmen — and  assistant  to  the  dean  of 
Physical  Education,  Ace  Moore,  speaking  on  the  history  of  sports. 

Perhaps  the  most  awaited  event  of  the  evening  was  the  presen- 
tation of  the  awards.  Recipients  were  selected  by  their  team  mates. 
Captains  for  next  year  are  Wayne  Broeren  for  the  Black  Knights 
and  Vince  Caputo  for  the  Gizz  Kids.  Most  valuable  player  for  the 
Knights,  Dean  Nosker — for  the  Gizz  Kids,  Vince  Caputo.  Most  im- 
proved player  for  the  Knights,  Ken  Wagoner — for  the  Gizz  Kids, 
Bill  Simmons.  From  the  Gizz  Kids,  Ron  Stein  and  Vince  Caputo  were 
elected  to  the  Second  Team  Ail-American  and  the  First  Team  All- 
Midwest.  Dean  Nosker  was  elected  to  the  First  Team  All-Midwest 
from  the  Knights.  Also  from  the  Knights,  Wayne  Broeren  and  Ken 
Wagoner  were  elected  to  the  Second  Team  All-Midwest. 

Chanute  Air  Force  Base  All  of  those  from  the  University  con- 
nected with  the  National  Wheelchair  Basketball  Tournament  would 
like  to  thank  all  of  the  people  at  the  base  for  their  cooperation  in 
making  the  1961  Tourney  the  best  ever.  General  Hopwooi  and  his 
staff  were  of  invaluable  aid.  Below  are  some  of  those  who  helped  a 
great  deal. 

Dep.  Base  Commander,  Col.  Kenneth  A.  Cavenah ;  Base  Group 
Commander,  Col.  Clayton  Scott;  Base  Hospital  Coinmander.  Col. 
Adanto  D'Amore;  Personnel  Services,  Maj.  Norman  L.  Lowrv;  Hous- 
ing, Maj.  Marshall  A.  Toombs  and  S/Sgt.  Fred  J.  Curtiss;  Security, 
Maj.  Otis  Garrison  and  2nd  Lt.  Stevan  A.  Bowes:  Public  Information, 
Cap.  James  T.  Jones,  Capt.  Richard  W.  Kimball  and  S/Sgt.  Joseph 
Sweeney;  Installations,  Lt.  Col.  Gustave  Minton,  Jr.;  Band,  Capt. 
Jimmie  Roland ;  Transportation,  Capt.  Johnnie  0.  Martin ;  Food  Serv- 
ices, C.W.O.  B.  O.  Stewart,  SM  Sgt.  James  A.  E.  Gardner,  M/Sgt. 
Jerome  Hotten,  T/Sgt.  Paul  Fleming  and  S/Sgt.  Frank  Soponcek; 
Base  Athletics,  Mr.  George  DeCoux,  T,  Sgt.  Jeff  Ferrell.  Also  apprec- 
iated were  the  many  base  personnel  who  turned  out  for  the  games. 

University  of  Illinois  Braille  Club  Special  thanks  to  Mrs.  H.  G. 
Wells  who  sparked  the  formulation  of  the  University  of  Illinois 
Braille  Club,  a  group  who  has  formed  to  learn  the  operation  of  braille 
typewriters  and  now  transcribe  many  of  the  educational  materials 
for  our  blind  students.  Also  a  special  note  of  appreciation  to  all  those 
persons  and  organizations  who  contributed  their  time,  effort,  money 
and  equipment  to  this  course. 

Thanks  should  go  to  Tim  Nugent  and  Chuck  Elmer  for  personal- 
ly borrowing  about  $5,000  to  finance  the  trip  to  Rome  for  the  Para- 
lympic  Games. 


Thirty-Three 


DSO's  Activity  Chairman 
is  heard  and  not  seen. 


Facial  expression  counts  in  a 
good  basketball  player. 


The  long  and  the  short 
of  the  Gizz  Kids. 


Some  staff  members  are  more 
informal  than  others. 


And  another  basket  by  Stein. 


Thirty-Four 


DSO  Congratulates  — 


Eight  National  Champion  Gizz  Kids  Ron  Stein,  Frank  Vecera, 
Paul  Sones,  Jack  Whitman,  Vince  Caputo,  Dan  Kotter,  George  Conn 
and  Otis  Griffin  were  recently  named  to  the  U.S.  Wheelchair  Track 
&  Field  Team  for  the  International  competition  July  26-31,  at  Stoke- 
Mandeville,  England.  No  funds  are  available  to  send  the  U.  S.  team 
though  some  members  of  the  squad  may  go  by  financing  their  own 
trip. 

The  Gizz  Kids  Coach,  Casey  Clarke,  has  been  named  to  the 
Wheelchair  Rules  Committee  of  America. 


—  the  following  persons  who  have  been  recognized  for  outstand- 
ing achievement  during  the  past  year. 

Ron  Stein  By  winning  the  Pentathalon  in  the  Rome  Paralympic 
Games,  Ron  has  won  the  title  of  the  world's  greatest  wheelchair 
athlete. 

Paul  Sones  This  year's  track  and  field  team  captain,  Paul  swept 
the  swimming  events  at  New  York  and  won  third  place  in  the  Penta- 
thalon in  Rome. 

Jack  Whitman  "The  Wheelchair  Robinhood"  who  swept  all 
wheelchair  archery  events  in  this  country  and  went  to  Rome  to  win 
the  gold  medals  in  all  three  classes,  thus  unseating  the  British  champs 
for  the  first  time  in  wheelchair  competition  history. 

Carl  Faust  Outstanding  student  who  participated  in  many  ac- 
tivities including  Inter-fraternity  Council  and  Student  Senate  and 
was  elected  to  Phi  Kappa  Phi,  all  University  scholastic  honorary,  and 
Bronze  Tablet — the  top  three  per  cent  of  the  graduating  class.  Carl 
graduated  in  Commerce  with  a  finance  major. 

Randall  Dag's  A  member  of  the  Paralympic  team,  majoring  in 
engineering  physics,  was  also  elected  to  Bronze  Tablet. 

Ron  Parsons  Another  of  our  students,  also  in  engineering  phys- 
ics, elected  to  Bronze  Tablet  for  outstanding  grades. 

A  few  of  our  other  students  who  have  accomplished  much  scho- 
lastically  are  the  following  who  were  in  the  top  per  cent  of  their  class : 
John  Fine,  Anderson  McCullough,  Dale  Carlson,  Lynda  Koopman,  Paul 
Sones,  Victor  Bezman,  Paul  Ingle  and  Donald  Krumrey. 

Ken  Viste  Ken  serves  as  night  photo  editor  of  the  Daily  Illini 
and  has  had  success  as  a  free-lance  photographer.  Recently,  he  was 
elected  treasurer  of  Ma-Wan-Da,  men's  activity  honorary  fraternity. 

Jan  Little  Jan  was  chosen  one  of  the  100  outstanding  senior  ac- 
tivity leaders  by  the  Illini  Union  and  the  Alumni  Association. 

The  above  illustrate  that  the  Student  Rehabilitation  Program  on 
the  U  of  I  campus  strives  to  put  equal  emphasis  on  sports,  activities 
and  academics. 

Thirty_Five 


Scheduled  for  the  1961-62  School  Year  — 

Below  are  some  of  the  events  which  have  already  been  scheduled. 
We  hope  to  see  many  of  our  friends  and  alumni  there. 

Alumni  Picnic  for  new  students — Hessel  Park — Champaign— Sept.  10 

Spring-field  Outing — Lake  Springfield— Sept.  17 

Parents  Weekend — Champaign — Nov.  3  &  4 

All-Star  vs.  Alumni  Wheelchair  Football — U  of  I  Armory — 9  a.m. — 
Nov.  4 

14th  Annual  DSO  Awards  Banquet— Illini  Union,   Champaign — 6:30 
p.m.  Nov.  4 

Wheelchair  Football — U  of  I  Armory — Every  Saturdav  Morning,  Sept. 
30-Nov.  11—9  to  11  a.m. 

Wheelchair  Basketball 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Denver — Champaign — Dec.  2 

Black  Knights  vs.  Denver — Champaign — Dec.  3 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Chicago — Champaign — Dec.  9 

Black  Knights  vs.  Chicago — Champaign — Dec.  10 

Black  Knights  vs.  Gizz  Kids — Champaign — Dec.  15 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Indianapolis  Goodwill — Champaign — Dec.   16 

Black  Knights  vs.  Goodwill — Champaign — Dec.  17 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  St.  Louis — Champaign — Jan.  13 

Black  Knights  vs.  St.  Louis — Champaign — Jan.  14 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Chicago — Chicago — Jan.  24 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Denver — Denver,  Colorado — Feb.  1 

Black  Knights  vs.  Kansas  City — Kansas  City — Feb.  3 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  St.  Joseph — St.  Joseph,  Mo. — Feb.  3 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Kansas  City — Kansas  City — Feb.  4 

Black  Knights  vs.  St.  Joseph — St.  Joseph — Feb.  4 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  St.  Louis — St.  Louis — Feb.  6 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Indianapolis  Cross  Roads — Champaign — Feb.  10 

Black  Knights  vs.  Cross  Roads — Champaign — Feb.  11 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Kansas  City — Champaign — Feb.  24 

Black  Knights  vs.  St.  Joseph — Champaign — Feb.  24 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  St.  Joseph — Champaign — Feb.  25 

Black  Knights  vs.  Kansas  City — Champaign — Feb.  25 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Cross  Roads — Indianapolis — March  3 

Black  Knights  vs.  Goodwill — Indianapolis — March  3 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Goodwill — Indianapolis — March  4 

Black  Knights  vs.  Cross  Roads — Indianapolis — March  4 

Gizz  Kids  vs.  Black  Knights — Champaign — March  10 

National   Wheelchair  Basketball   Tournament— Chanute   Field,    Ran- 
toul,  Illinois— March  28-31 

Thirty-Si* 


SCHOLARSHIP 


Success  is  measured  in  many  ways  at  the  University — the  ac- 
tivity honorary,  the  engagement  ring — but  perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant measure  of  success  as  far  as  the  educators  are  concerned  is 
that  represented  by  grades. 

Most  people  go  to  college  in  order  to  be  able  to  obtain  a  better 
job  when  they  graduate.  In  order  to  be  in  line  for  a  good  job,  it  is 
necessary  to  show  a  good  scholastic  record. 

In  the  last  two  semesters,  82  persons  attained  a  4.00  average 
or  better.  The  best  possible  is  5.00.  Eleven  persons  attained  5.00 
averages.  This  means  that  half  of  the  163  students  attained  better 
than  average  grade  points. 

An  average  over  a  4.00  for  two  semesters  is  indicated  by  -2. 
Graduate  students  are  indicated  by  G.  A  5.00,  *. 
Fall  And  Spring  Semesters  1960 


Acheson,  William  -  G  * 
Agar,  David  -  2 
Atkinson,  Richard  -  2 
Bellows,  Sylvia  Dean  -  G  *  2 
Bezman,  Victor 
Bickel,  Thomas 
Boudreau,  Eva 
Bredek,  Roger  -  2 
Brewster,  Ellen 
Byard,  Helen  -  2 
Caddy,  George 
Caputo,  Vincent  -  2 
Carberry,  Martha  -  G 
Carlson,  H.  Dale  -  2 
Chanock,  Carole 
Christensen,  Jerene 
Cutler,  Janet 
Dagis,  Randall  -  2 
Dahncke,  Charles  -  G 
Donahoo,  William  -  G 
Doty,  Charles  -  G 
Eckman,  Constance  -  G  * 
Ezop,  John  -  2 
Farshi,  Kokab  -  G  -  2  * 
Faust,  Carl  -  2 
Fine,  John  -  2 
Fox,  Donald  -  2 
Frank,  Ira  -  2 
Ganns,  Joseph  -  G  * 
Gassman,  Richard 
Gentry,  David  -  G  * 
Groninger,  Lowell 
Hambright,  Patricia 
Harrell,  Virginia 
Hediger,  Marcia  -  G  -  2 
Heil,  Donald  -  G 
Heitler,  Donald  -  G  -  2 
Henlein,  Bette  Jane 
Hill,  Lowell 
Hillstrom,  Kenneth  -  G 


Ingle,  Paul  -  * 

Jones,  Louise  -  2 

Jones,  Stephen  -  2 

Joyce,  Thomas 

Keller,  Leon  -  G  -  2  * 

Kenward,  Ann 

Kerkoff,  Larry 

Koopman,  Lynda  -  2 

Krumrey,  Donald 

Linde,  Thomas  -  G  * 

Little,  Janet 

Masek,  Rosemary  -  G 

McCullough,  Anderson  -  2  * 

McManus,  Bonnie  -  G 

Meyer,  Barbara 

Neruda,  Marlene 

Norton,  William 

Osthoff ,  Irene  -  G  -  2 

Parsons,  Ronald  -  2 

Radle,  Shirley  -  G 

Roberts,  Velma 

Tovick,  Harriett 

Sachs,  Michael 

Schmidt,  Margaret  -  2 

Schricker,  Robert 

Schuyler,  William 

Scotti,  Joseph  -  G 

Seybold,  James 

Sones,  Paul  -  2 

Stein,  Ronald 

Stenberg,  Charles  -  G  -  2 

Stewart,  Harry 

Stone,  Glen 

Timir.erman,  William 

Viste,  Kenneth 

Voy,  Phyllis  -  G  -  2 

Wall,  Marshall 

Webb,  Ruth  -  G  -  2  * 

Wolfe,  James  -  G 

Woltzen,  Joan  Thirty-Seven 


GRADUATES  1961 

BA  CCALA  UREA  TE  DEGREES 


LLOYD  ACKLAND,  West 
Brooklyn.  III.  B.S.  Gener- 
al   Agriculture 


ALLAN  ANTONINI,  Oak 
Park,  III.  B.S.  Commerce, 
President,  Hopkins  I,  Ac- 
countancy Club,  District 
Council,  Wheelchair 
Sports 


RICHARD  ATKINSON, 
Joliet,  III.  B.S.  Civil  En- 
gineering 


HELEN  BYARD.  Brain- 
tree,  Mass.  B.S.  Speech 
Correction,  DSO  Commit- 
tee Chairman,  Treasurer. 
Van    Doren,  Zeta    Phi    Eta 


GEORGE  CADDY,  River 
Forest,  III.  B.S.  Account- 
ing 


\ 

GLORIA  CHIN.  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  B.S.  News 
Editorial,  President,  Al- 
len South.  Treasurer, 
Allen  Hall.  Theta  Sigma 
Phi 


RANDALL  DAGIS,  Rock- 
ford.  III.  B.S.  Eng.  Phys- 
ics,   Bronze    Tablet 


Thirty-Eight 


DONALD  DONEY,  Quin- 
cy.  III.  B.A.  Architecture, 
AIA 


CARL  F.  FAUST,  River 
Forest,  III.  B.S.  Com- 
merce (Finance)  Vice 
Pres.,  Phi  Eta  Sigma, 
Pres..  Skull  and  Cresent, 
Student  Senate,  Beta 
Gamma  Sigma,  Phi  Kap- 
pa Phi,  Commerce  Coun. 
oil,  Pres.,  Sigma  Chi.  In- 
terfraternity  Council,  U. 
of  I.  Scholarship  Key, 
Bronze    Tablet 


GRADUATES  1961 


JOHN  EZOP,  Saginaw. 
Mich.  B.S.  Electrical  En- 
gineering, Wheel  chair 
Square  Dancing,  Eta 
Kappa   Nu 


JOHN  FINE,  Cincinna- 
ti, Ohio,  B.S.  Sociology. 
Sigma  Alpha  Mu,  Phi  Eta 
Sigma 


IRA  FRANK,  Garden 
City,  New  York,  B.A. 
Chemistry  (Pre-  M  e  d.). 
Student  Senate.  W  P  G  U 
Radio,   Omega    Beta   Pi 


DELORES  GUTIERREZ. 
Chicago,  III.  B.A.  Teacher 
Training,   Spanish 


VIRGINIA  HARRELL. 

Mattoon,      III.      B.S.      Ele- 
mentary   Education 


DONALD  HEIL,  Middle- 
town,  New  York,  B.S. 
Psychology 


LOUISE  F  O  R  T  M  A  N 
JONES,  Urbana,  III.  B.S. 
Teacher  Training,  Social 
Studies 


STEPHEN  "TERR  Y" 
JONES,  New  Hartford, 
New  York,  B.S.  Psycholo- 
gy, Psi  Upsilon,  Activity 
Chairman.   Garner 


JAN  LITTLE,  Janesville, 
Wis.  B.S.  News  Editorial, 
Vice  Pres..  LAR,  Fresh- 
man Advisor,  WGS,  Edi- 
tor-in-Chief, DSO,  Top 
100    Seniors 


Thirty-Nine 


GRADUATES  1961 


BARBARA  H  A  N  L  E  Y 
MEYER,  Champaign,  III. 
B.S.    Zoology 


RONALD  PARSONS,  Le- 
bonon,  Ohio,  B.S.  Eng. 
Physics,   Bronze  Tablet 


WILLIAM  RICHARD, 
Chicago,  III.  B.S.  Ac- 
counting, Treasurer,   DSO 


I 


GEORGE  ROST,  New 
Paltz,  New  York,  B.S. 
Mathematics 


HARRY  STEWART, 
Champaign,  III.  B.S.  Ac- 
counting, Accountancy 
Club,  Wheelchair  Sports 
Class   Honors 


JOHN  TIMMERMANN, 
Covington,  Kentucky,  B. 
A.  Rhetoric  and  Composi. 
tion 


RONALD  STEIN,  O'Fal- 
lon,  III.  B.S.  Education, 
Ma  Wan  Da,  Top  100  Sen- 
iors, World's  Greatest 
Wheelchair  Athlete,  Ail- 
American  Wheel  chair 
Basketball 

Forty 


GLENDON  MEYER,  Ur- 
bana,  III.  B.A.  LAS,  Jr. 
Bar  Assoc,  Phi  Kappa 
Delta 


FRANK  VECERA,  East 
St.  Louis,  III.  B.A.  Com- 
mercial Art 


GRADUATES  1961 

GRADUATE  DEGREES 


(Mis.)  MARGARET  AL- 
LISON, Cherry  Vale, 
Kansas.  M.S.  Library 
Science 


CLARENCE    CROOKS 
Peoria,    III.    L.L.B.    Law 


KOKAB  FARSHI,  Tabriz 
Iran,   A.M.   Social    Science 


MARCIA  H  E  D  I  G  E  R  , 
Lewistown,  New  York,  M. 
A.T.E.    English 


LEON  KELLER,  Mante- 
no,  III.  M.S.  Areo,  Engi- 
neering, Tau  Beta  Pi, 
Sigma  Gamma  Tau,  Inst. 
of    Aero.    Sciences 


THOMAS  LINDE,  Sout'i 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  Ph.  D. 
Educational  Psychology, 
DSO    President 


BONNIE  M  c  M  A  N  U  S, 
Chicago,  III.  M.S.  Physio- 
logy,   Research    Assistant 


FREDA  O  S  T  H  O  F  F  , 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  M.Ed. 
Education,  DSO  Social 
Chairman 


ROBERT  SCHRIKER, 

Davenport,   Iowa,  D.V.   M. 
Veteranarian    Medicine 


DONALD  Z  I  M  M  E  R  - 
MANN,  Bridgewater, 
Conn.  M.S.  Speech  Cor- 
rection,  DSO  President 


PHYLLIS  VOY,  Chicago, 
III.  M.S.  Physiolooy  Resi- 
dence  Hall   Councilor 
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Anderson  McCullough 
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Mike  Sachs 
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J'ack  Whitman 

Gibb  Fink 
Don  Grazier 
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Special  thanks  to  Glenn  G.  Hansen  and  Richard  L.  Hildwein  of  the  U.  of  I. 
College  of  Journalism  and  Communications  for  technical  and  critical  advise. 


Because  of  the  many  significant  developments  in  recent  years 
which  take  place  late  in  the  school  year,  it  has  been  decided  to  pub- 
lish Sigma  Signs  after  the  close  of  the  school  year.  Mailings  will  be 
made  in  July  or  August. 
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Since  The  Good  Old  Days. 


Looking  back,  those  were  the  days — when  a  typical  day  in  the 
PGU's — short  for  Parade  Ground  Units — found  eager  young  men 
waking  to  the  bright  new  day  coming  in  through  the  cracks.  If  it 
were  a  cold  morning,  everyone  made  a  dash  to  get  dressed  before 
they  froze  to  death.  Heating  consisted  of  four  space  heaters  in  the 
corridors.  You  had  your  choice  between  privacy  or  warmth  because 
closing  the  door  meant  that  no  heat  came  in  from  the  corridor.  Of 
course,  if  you  sat  and  studied  at  one  of  the  army  surplus  desks,  you 
had  another  choice — which  side  would  you  prefer  roasted  first? 
Actually,  it  worked  out  quite  well,  after  a  few  minutes  with  your 
back  to  the  stove,  the  freezing  air  when  you  turned  soother  the 
scorched  flesh. 

But  there  were  things  that  made  up  for  the  inconvenience  of  the 
heating  facilities  and  the  army  surplus  furniture.  There  was  always 
the  companionship — especially  in  the  surplus  equipped  lavoratories  in 
the  mornings.  When  one  of  the  guys  in  a  chair  was  at  the  sink,  the 
width  of  the  building  enforced  close  association,  and  there  was  always 
the  possibility  of  a  stimulating  conversation  while  waiting  for  one  of 
the  two  equipped  showers. 

Yes,  the  PGU's — surrounded  by  mud — were  home  sweet  home  to 
many  of  our  male  students  in  those  early  days.  Warm  and  snug  in  the 
summer,  cool  and  breezy  in  the  winter.  But  the  PGU's  are  gone  now 
and  in  their  place  stand  the  MRH's — Men's  Residence  Halls — red 
brick,  steel  and  glass,  real  big  city  style.  But  their  convenience  to  those 
students  who  use  a  wheelchair  or  crutches  and  braces  to  get  around 
did  not  come  without  much  hard  work  and  foresight  in  planning. 

The  older  MRH's  were — and  still  are — inaccessible  to  wheel- 
chairs. The  first  step  in  getting  the  boys  out  of  the  shacks  was  con- 
struction of  a  ramp  into  the  Flagg  House  dining  hall.  A  concrete  two 
stage  ramp  was  built  leading  into  a  converted  window  about  10  feet 
above  grade. 

Van  Doren  became  the  first  permanent  MRH  to  be  accessible 
because  of  the  ground  level  entrances.  The  first  real  progress  was 
made  when  Allen  Hall,  the  largest  Women's  Residence  Hall  on  campus 
was  planned.  The  Student  Rehabilitation  Center  was  consulted  for 
recommendations  on  the  facilities  which  would  best  accomodate 
women  in  wheelchairs  and  Tim  Nugent  and  his  staff  dove  in  with 
their  suggestion.  Ramps  were  placed  beside  stairs,  showers  were 
equipped  with  seats,  toilet  doors  were  widened  and  the  beds  were 
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GREEN  TAR- PAPER  COVERED 
SHACKS  —  PGU'S  —  ONCE  HOUSED 
THE  MALE  STUDENTS.  AN  IDENTI- 
CAL STRUCTURE  IS  STILL  THE 
HOME  OF  THE  STUDENT  RE. 
HABILITATION      CENTER. 


THE  "LUXURY"  OFTHEOLDARMY 
BARRACKS  IS  OBVIOUS  IN  THIS 
PICTURE.  AT  THE  RIGHT  IS  ONE 
OF  THE  FAMOUS  SPACE  HEATERS 
WHICH  LET  ONE  SIDE  FREEZE 
WHILE    THE    OTHER     ROASTED. 


THE  NEW  MRH'S  ARE  A  FAR  CRY 
FROM  THE  PGU'S  —  AND  FAR 
MORE  ACCESSIBLE.  NOTE  THE 
CUT-AWAY  CURB  IN  THE  FORE- 
GROUND TO  FACILITATE  TRAVEL 
FOR    THOSE    IN    WHEELCHAIRS. 


\    » 


PROTECTIVE  SHIELDS  GUARD 
TRAUMATIC  PARAPLEGICS  FROM 
RESTING  THEIR  LEG  AGAINST  A 
HOT  WATER  OR  DRAIN  PIPE  AND 
BEING  BURNED.  THIS  IS  ONE  OF 
THE  SUGGESTIONS  INCLUDED  IN 
THE    ASA     RESEARCH. 


DRAWERS,  BENEATH  THE  BED 
ARE  NOT  ONLY  EXCELLENT  STOR- 
AGE AREA  BUT  ALSO  VERY  CON- 
VENIENT      FOR      THIS       STUDENT 


PARALYZED      IN 
TREMITIES. 


ALL      FOUR      EX- 


THIS  LARGE  STUDY  DESK  HAS  NO 
KNEEHOLE  DRAWER  AND  NO  AP- 
RON ON  THE  TOP.  THIS  ALLOWS 
ROOM  FOR  A  WHEELCHAIR  TO 
COME    CLOSER    TO     THE    DESK. 
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SHOWER  SEATS  MAY  BE  RAISED 
OR  LOWERED  TO  ACCOMODATE 
AN  ABLE  OR  DISABLED  PERSON. 
SHOWERS  ALSO  INCLUDE  HAND 
HOSE  AND  THERMOSTATIC  CON- 
TROL FOR  CONVENIENCE  AND 
SAFETY. 


A  SLIGHT  CHANGE  IN  HEIGHT  OF 
WATER  COOLERS  MADE  THEM 
ACCESSIBLE  TO  DISABLED  PER- 
SONS WITHOUT  BEING  TOO  LOW 
FOR  ABLE  BODIED.  NOTE  HAND 
CONTROLS    ON    COOLER. 


THE  FIRST  PERMANENT  RAMP 
WAS  CONSTRUCTED  TO  MAKE  AN 
MRH  DINING  HALL  ACCESSIBLE. 
FLAGG  HOUSE  RAMP  WAS  ACTU- 
ALLY BUILT  INTO  A  WINDOW 
CONVERTED   TO   A   DOOR. 


THIS  DEVICE,  ADJUSTABLE  IN  62 
DIFFERENT  POSITIONS,  WAS  USED 
TO  DETERMINE  SUITABLE 
LENGTH  AND  PITCH  OF  RAMPS 
NECESSARY  FOR  BUILDING  AC- 
CESSIBILITY. 


BURRILL  HALL  ILLUSTRATES 
PLANNED  ACCESSIBILITY  IN  NEW 
CLASS  BUILDINGS  WITHOUT  DES- 
TROYING DESIGN  OR  LANDSCAP- 
ING    POSSIBILITIES. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  I  LLI  NOIS  WESLEY 
FOUNDATION  —  ACCESSIBLE  IN- 
SIDE AND  OUT  —  SHOW  THAT 
PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  CAN  BE  AC- 
CESSIBLE TO  ALL  WITH  MINOR 
MODIFICATIONS. 
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Since  The  Good  Old  Days  . . .  (Continued) 

made  at  a  convenient  level  for  transferring  from  chair  to  bed. 

Allen  Hall  was  such  a  success  that  the  plans  for  the  new 
MRH  buildings — Garner,  Forbes,  Hopkins,  Scott,  Weston,  and 
Snyder — were  submitted  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  SRC.  Ground  level 
entrances  were  a  must,  of  course,  but  there  were  many  other  things 
needed.  All  modifications  are  planned  to  cause  no  inconvenience  to 
able  bodied  students.  Ramps  and  stairs  are  side  by  side.  The  bath- 
room sinks  are  of  a  convenient  height  for  use  by  a  person  in  a  wheel- 
chair but  not  too  low  for  comfortable  use  by  a  person  standing. 
Folding  shower  seats  intended  for  the  disabled  were  used  by  able 
bodied  as  well.  A  hand  hose,  included  in  each  shower  along  with  the 
regular  shower  head,  is  an  added  convenience  and  also  allows  the 
disabled  person  to  select  a  comfortable  water  temperature.  A  thermo- 
static control  prevents  scalding  water  from  burning  a  bather.  Beds, 
desks,  and  even  closet  clothes  poles  have  been  designed  to  facilitate 
use  by  disabled  persons.  In  the  dining  rooms,  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  most  convenient  height  for  tables,  serving  lines,  and 
milk  and  water  dispensers.  Public  phone  booths  and  water  fountains 
are  also  of  a  convenient  height  for  both  able  and  disabled  students. 
All  of  these  things  are  minor  to  the  casual  observer  but  they  make 
life  much  easier  for  those  with  a  disability.  In  some  cases,  these 
modifications  make  independent  living  possible  where  otherwise  it 
would  not  be.  And  all  this  started  in  the  tar-paper  shacks. 

In  1949,  class  buildings  had  been  modified  to  suit  the  needs  of 
the  students.  Ramps  were  put  up  to  available  doorways.  Existing 
elevators  were  used.  The  residence  halls  planning  was  so  successful 
that  applicable  modifications  were  included  in  the  plans  for  all  new 
class  buildings.  The  new  facilities  for  Law,  Bands,  Home  Economics, 
Biology  and  Life  Sciences,  Fine  and  Applied  Arts,  and  Physics  are 
among  these.  These  buildings  were  accessible  from  the  moment  they 
were  finished.  Classes  formerly  unavailable  because  of  inaccessibility 
are  now  possible  (especially  laboratory  courses.)  Elevators  were 
planned  with  controls  easily  operated  by  the  disabled.  Life  science 
students  in  a  wheelchair  can  now  come  and  go  to  labs  at  their  will 
without  troubling  someone  to  get  the  elevator  for  them.  Every  facility 
was  designed  with  consideration  for  the  disabled.  Soon,  the  addition 
to  the  Student  Union  Building  and  the  new  7.5  million  dollar  As- 
sembly Hall  will  join  the  list  of  accessible  campus  buildings. 

All  of  these  considerations  are  the  result  of  long  years  of  study 
and  hard  work  by  Nugent  and  his  staff.  All  proposed  buildings  on 
campus  are  now  cooperatively  planned  with  and  through  the   SRC 
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staff.  Often,  they  will  notice  something — such  as  the  width  of  a 
door  or  the  direction  in  which  it  swings — which  may  seem  insig- 
nificant to  many  eyes,  but  which  would  present  a  hazard  to  a  dis- 
abled person.  For  example,  waste  and  water  pipes  under  a  sink 
rarely  concern  the  average  person.  But  a  traumatic  paraplegic  sits 
with  his  legs  under  the  sink  and  often  contacting  the  pipe.  Since 
he  has  no  feeling  in  his  legs,  he  can  not  tell  he  is  being  burned.  To 
prevent  incidents  such  as  these  is  the  aim  of  SRC.  One  brief  moment 
of  prevention  or  elimination  of  such  a  hazard  may  save  a  paraplegic 
long  months  of  hospitalization. 

Because  of  his  experience,  Nugent  received  a  grant  from  the 
National  Society  for  Crippled  Children  and  Adults  and  the  Presi- 
dent's Committee  on  Employment  of  the  Physically  Handicapped  to 
do  research  in  making  public  buildings  accessible  to  the  disabled. 
The  findings  of  this  research  were  reported  to  the  American  Stand- 
ards Association.  Upon  processing  through  the  ASA,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  recommendations  made  will  be  basic  for  Building  Codes 
across  the  nation.  Accessibility  of  public  buildings  would  overcome 
one  of  the  great  barriers  in  rehabilitation  of  disabled  persons.  A 
disabled  person  can  gain  skills  and  knowledge  to  be  gainfully  employ- 
ed, but  his  employment  possibilities  can  be  severely  limited  if  arch- 
itectural barriers  prevent  access  to  places  of  work.  Access  to  public 
buildings  is  also  important  in  the  activities  of  daily  living.  Normal 
activities  are  limited  as  long  as  post  offices,  churches,  public  places 
of  entertainment  and  all  other  public  buildings  have  flights  of  steps, 
too-narrow  doorways,  and  other  hindrances  to  a  wheelchair, 
crutches  and  braces    or  the  blind. 

The  interest  in  accessible  public  buildings  is  not  confined  to 
the  U.  S.  Rehabilitation  throughout  the  world  has  also  been  moving 
steadily  onward.  In  October,  Professor  Nugent  traveled  to  Sweden  to 
accept  the  first  Patrik  Haglund  Lectureship  from  the  Swedish 
National  Central  Committee  on  Rehabilitation.  He  lectured  October  18 
in  Stockholm  at  the  50th  anniversary  celebration  of  the  founding  of 
Sweden's  national  rehabilitation  program.  The  lectureship  will  be 
awarded  every  five  years.  Nugent  also  participated  in  a  gathering 
of  rehabilitation  experts  from  30  nations  and  gave  four  lectures  to 
this  group. 

So  this  fall,  Tim  Nugent  represented  the  University  of  Illinois 
and  the  United  States  to  the  people  of  the  world.  And  all  of  this 
started  when  T.  J.  Nugent  put  a  ramp  up  to  the  door  of  a  tar-paper 
shack  so  that  paraplegics  could  live  on  the  University  of  Illinois 
campus. 
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The  U.  of  I.  Foundation  Has  Helped— So  Can  You 

Over  the  past  years,  the  U.  of  I.  Foundation  has  maintained 
funds  and  solicited  money  on  behalf  of  the  Student  Rehabilitation 
Program.  It  has  truely  made  every  effort  possible  to  help  the  pro- 
gram, particularly  in  those  areas  not  covered  by  appropriations. 

Because  of  their  work,  many  services  have  been  developed.  They 
maintain  funds  and  have  aided  in  the  development  of  the  program 
for  the  blind  and  deaf,  transportation,  and  special  services. 

The  Student  Rehabilitation  Program  is  now  one  of  the  10  stand- 
ing projects  listed  in  the  mailings  of  the  U.  of  I.  Foundation  to  all 
the  alumni  and  friends  of  the  University. 

Alumni  who  care  to  contribute  can  do  so  by  sending  a  check 
payable  to  the  U.  of  I.  Foundation  and  identifying  it  for  the  Student 
Rehabilitation  Program. 

If  you  or  a  friend  would  like  to  contribute  to  our  program,  we 
encourage  you  to  do  so.  It  will  be  a  sound  investment  justly  rewarded. 


W.  Lewis  &  Co. 

Champaign's  Leading  Department  Store 
Downtown  Champaign 

20  T  Restaurant  and  Cocktail  Lounge 

Always    Excellent    Food 

Private  Dining  Room  Available  for  Banquets  and  P-arties. 
36  MAIN  •  CHAMPAIGN 
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Fast,   Friendly   Service 


At 


U.  of  I.  Drug  Store 


701  S.  Wright  St.,  Champaign 


'On  The  C-ampus' 


Open  7  a.m.  -  1 0  p.m.  —  7  Days  a  Week 


For  The  Man 
Who  Knows  .... 

Redwood 

& 

Ross 

Distinctive  Menswear 
519  E.  Green  Champaign 


Best  Wishes 

Follett's  Illinois 
Book  &  Supply  Store 

627  East  Green  Street 

Champaign,  III. 

Your  Friendly  Store 
On  Campus 


Always  the  Best 
Film  Entertainment 

AT  THE 

Home  of  Foreign  Hits 

SELF-SERVICE 
REFRESHMENTS,  NO  CHARGE. 


^r¥ 


THEATRE 

126  West   Church 
-FL  2-6723  _ 
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The  SPOT  to  SHOP 

Textbooks 

•  College  Supplies       • 
•  Typewriters 
•  Brief  Bags 

lllini  Union  Book  Store 

Department  of  the  lllini  Union 


As  The  Local  Everest  &  Jennings 

ROBESON'S 

Representatives 
We  Are  Proud 

To  Be  of  Assistance  to 

the  Students  &  Staff  of  the 

University  Student  Rehabilitation  Center 

Champaign's  LARGEST 
and   Friendliest 

Durst  Company 

University  at  Romine 

Urbana,  III. 

Department  Store 

Phone  EM  7-3600 

Fifty 


Anyone  can  be  what  they  want  to  be, 

It  is  ability  that  counts; 

So  make  it  count. 

An  Alumnus 


"Your  Complete  Sports  Shop" 

Johnston  Sport  Shop 

105  W.  Green     —     Phone  FL  2-2929     —     Champaign,    III. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  OF 

PAPER  EDITION  BOOKS  IN  THIS  AREA  .  .  . 

Over  3000  Titles  in  Stock 

Campus  Book  Store 

71  I    S.  Wright  St. 

KIRKWOOD'S  KARMELKORN  SHOP 

AT 

County  Fair  CHAMPAIGN  Campus 

Springfield  &  Mattis  712  S.  6th  St. 
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THE  CO-OP 


SERVING  ILLINI  OVER  50  YEARS 

Visit  our  Bookshop  for  the  Finest  in  Fiction,  Non-Fiction  and 
Children's  Books.  Large  Selection 

U  of  I  Supply  Store 


Cor.  Wright  and  Green 


(The  Co-Op) 


On  the  Campus 


The  Store  of  Moderate  Prices 

Lowes  Records 

MENS  FLYNN'S  WEAR 

109  S.  Neil 

Downtown  Champaign 

(Oldest  Men's  Store 

The  Best  Record  Deal  In  Illinois! 

on  Campus) 

Big  Discounts  Always 

625  E.  Green.  C     FL  6-4214 

OPEN  FOUR  NIGHTS  A  WEEK 
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MISS   PHOEBE 


NO.  7  IN  A  SERIES 


'She  says  Every  Day  is  Independence  Day  in 
her  Everest  &  Jennings  chair" 


It's  amazing  how  many  patients 
forget  their  preconceived 
wheel  chair  phobias,  once  they  get  into 
and  try  a  modern  Everest  &  Jennings 
chair.  Its  bright  good  looks, 
comfort  and  handling  ease  open  new 

horizons  for  activity  — and  independence. 
A  complete  catalog  of  Everest  &  Jennings 
chairs  is  yours  for  the  asking. 


Detachable-desk-arm  model 
permits  easier  entry  and  exit, 
normal  access  to  desk  and  table 


There's  a  helpful  authorized  dealer  near  you 

EVEREST  &  JENNINGS,  inc.,  los  angeles  25 


